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Edinburgh, 1 pril 1707. Sell, 11. | 2 | 
IE general aſſembly having this day and at ſeveral 
former diets had read in ti eir audience the Over- 
tures concerning a Form of Procefs in the judicatories | 
of this church with relation to ſcandals and cenſures, 
= Which wert trap ſmitted by the late general affembly to | 
; the ſeveral preſbyteries for their judgment thereupon, _ 
2 and having maturely corfidered the faids whole over- 
tures with the remarks and obſervations of preſpyteries 
made upon the ſame, after full reaſoning. botlffin com- 
mittees and open aſſembly upon the ſeveral particulars 
conrained jn the faid form of proceſs, the generah af. 
ſembly did dy their votes nemine. contradicente, and 
| hereby do ratify and approve the fore aid Form of Pro- 
deeſs as now amended in the whole heads and articles 
 thereoly and appoint and ordiin'the fame to be obſerv- 
ac d and practiſed by the reſpective judicatories of this 
church as an act and ordinance of aſſembly, and as 
Fxed binding fules and directions in the whole matters 
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a Chireh- eee Dyeing Scandal 
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un Lend Jeſus cbriſt dich inficued a e 
ment, and governots eccleſiaſtical .in his dae 
with power to meet for the order and overnment 
thereof; and to that purpoſe, the apoſtles did imme=> -K 
diately receive the keys from the hand of their Lod © i 
and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, ' and did uſe and exerciſe the * 1 
ſame upon all occaſions, and Chriſt hath from time ts? 
time furniſhed ſome in bis church with Eilts ee 5 * 
ment, and with commiſſion to exerciſe it W called © 
thereunto, and has promiſed bis preſence to de with .- 
them to the end of the world. _ 
2. It is aprceable to, and founded: of the vord of”. 
God, that ſome others, pelides theſe who laboor i in the 
word and doctrine be church governors, ' to Jain with, 
the miniſters of the word in the government of the 
church, and exerciſe of diſcipline and overſight of the 
manvers of the people, which officers ale "called ruling _- 
elders : As allo, "ide the church be governed by ſevetz 
ſorts 'of judicatoriey;” and one in-ſuborgination to be 
other,” ſuch as kirk-feſſions, preſbyteries, provincial ; a 2 
' nods and general aſſemblies. | i 
3. Church diſcipline. and ceniſures, for. judging and I 
removing of offences are of great uſe and neceſſity in 
the church, that the name of God by reaſon of un- 
godly und wicked perſons living in the church, be not 
dlaſphe med, nor bis wWiath provoked againſt his . 
. the godly be not leavened with, but 3 
* 3 1 A 2 
o 


« 1 
"* 


& "4 
1 


/ 


* 
o A ©. 


4 

from the contagion, and wichen with has and hat 
finners who are to be cenſured may be aſh1med, to the 
deſiruction of the fleſn, and ſaving | of the ſpirit in ths 
day of the Lord qe us. 

4- Nothing ought to be admitted by any church judi- 
catory as the ground of a proceſs foi cenſure, but what 
hath been declared cenſurable by the word of Jod, or 
ſome act of univerſal cuſtom of this national church d- 

greeable thereto ; and the ſeveral judicatories of thi 


church ought. to take timous notice of all ſcandals: 


ut it is judged, that if a ſcandal ſhall happen not to 
be noticed in order to cenſure for the ſpace of five years, 
it ſhould not be again revived, ſo as to enter in à pro- 
els thereanent, unleſs it be of an hainous nature, or 


ome again flagrant, but the confciencts of ſuch per · 


ſons ought ro be ſeriouſly dealt with in private to bring 
them to a ſenſe of their fin and uty. 
5. Theſe aſſemblies. or church judicatories. 112 


| mentioned have power to con een and call before them 


any perſons within the r own bounds, whom the eccles 
ſiaſtic buſineſs, wbich is before them doth concern, ei: 
ther as party. witneſs, or otherwiſe, and to examine them 
according to the nature of the afar, and to hear and 
determine in fuch caſes as ſhall orderly come before 
them, and accordingly diſpenſe church cenſures. _ 
6. If a per on be ch arged with a ſcandal, who my 


Wee the bounds of another pariſh, the kirk ſeſſion of 


ariſh where that perſon reſides ſhould be defired to 


* that pe ſon to anſwer before the ſeſſion in 


whoſe bounds the ſcandal happened, and the ſame courſe 
is to be followed in ſuch caſes by the other judicatories 
of the church, ſeeing for order's ſake they ſhould not 
preſume to exerciſe their authority without their own, 
hounds _ 

The miniſter of the word being an office above 
that of the ru ing elder, cannot be liable to the pla, 
o th. kirk leſſion bus to the MIS, jpdicrotien;s 
be 5 70 
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Goncerning the entering of Proceſer, citation of Parti 


Ei ve, from Diſcipline. © 


| Embers of kirk effions are wiſely to confider the . 
V information they get of ſcandals, and conſule 
with their miniſter thereanent, even before the ſame b 


com-unicate to others, that thereby the ſpreading 


the icandal may be prevented; and it may be uc : 


dy private admonition according to our Lord and Savi= 
our's rule, Matth. xvili. 15. which, if amendment fol. 
low, is the far better way of gaining and recovering 1 
lapſed brother, whereas the needleſs ſpreading of a ſcans 
dal does ſomet mes harden the guilty, grieve the godly, 
and is diſhonourable to religion. e 


2. When any buſineſs is moved in a church judiea- 


wry, whether by information, | ang: or otherwiſe, 
they are in the firſt place to conſider, whether the mat- 
ter in its circumſtantial cale be proper for them to enter 


apo3, and 'whether it be orderly brought in, and pro- 


er for them to cognoſce and diſcuſs it themſe!ves, of 
prepare it for ſuperior judicatories, and ſhould endea- 
vour to ſhorten their work as much as with the ediſiea- 
tion af the church they can, eſpecially as to the head 


ot ſcandal, but ſtill on all occafions the office: bearers im 


2 of God are to ſhew all prudent zeal againſt 
. In proceeding in all cauſes, where there is any 
. perſon or parties concerned, the juditory is to ſee, 


that before they proceed, thele perſons or parties be 


duly fitted before them by a legal and timous citation 


in write, bearing its cauſe, either at the inſtance of a 
pariy complaining, or at leaſt by order of the judicato- 


ry ; and if they be reſiding within the pariſh, the ſame | 


may be apon forty eight hours advertiſement, and the 
execution of the ſummonds bearing its civſe, and made 


before two or three witneſſes inſert, is to be returned: 
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by the beadle or officer in writing, and the perſons et- 
ted, called at the door; and this is eſpecially to be ob- 


ſer ved by preſbyteries and other ſuperior judicatories of 


the church. „ we OE NS 1 — 8 
4. Sometimes it may be fi: that the party be privately 
ſpoken to, before any citation be given or proceſs. be- 
un, for their better gaining, in which caſe the miniſter 
is to ecereiſe his own diſcretion, and take the concur- 
teuce of elders and others with him, but if the party 
cited as above, appear not, there ought to be a ſecond 
and then a third citation given by the order of the ſeſſi- 


ons and preſbyteries, either perſonally, or leſt at their 


dwelling hou e, before the judicatory declare the per ſon 
contumacious, unleſs the party be cited to appear be- 


ſore a ſuperiot judicatory by reference or appeal, in 


which caſe there is not that need of ſo many citations, 
before the ſuperior judicatory, the party having actu- 
ally appeared before the inferior judicatory; and being 
cited apud acta to Appear before the ſuperior, and the 
ſame marked in the minutes, or having been declared 
-contumacious before the cauſe was brought before the 
ſuperior judicator r. | | 


F. All citations apud acta, are peremptory, and if | 


inſtructed, infer contumaey if not obeyed. _- 
6. li the perſon do not appear on the third citation, 
or upon a citation apud ada. and no relevant excuſe 
adduced and verified, though in that caſe he be cenſu- 
Table for coatumacy, yet it may be fic the judicato 
proceed to take cognition, either by examining witnel- 
les upon oath, or by other documents of the verity of 
the 3 d-lated againſt him, before they cenſure 
dim for contumgey. _ - _ 55 
7 If the party appear, then the mod-rator is to in- 
form the perſon of the occaſion of his being called, and 
to give im, if deſired, a ſhort note in writing thereof, 
with the names of the witneſſes that are to be made 
ie of: M's „ 
8. There ſeems to be no need of accuſers or inſorm- 
ers in eccleſiaſlic proceſſos. where the {ame are not raiſ- 
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ed at the inſtance ol a party complaining formally, 2 | 
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the party asd dal of "the juckcatory, is te an. 
ſwer the judicatory in what is lad to his charge: yet 
fo, that if the party. cited be found innocent and ae. 
quitted, thoſe who informed the jpdicatoty, Whether 
7 the party require it or not, ought to by noticed, for IM 
a either theit calumny or imprudence, as the judicatory 


as "3 = S 


fil find cauſe, 3 111 3 5 a 6 2 
9. If pete be witneſſes to be made uſe of in the pro- 
of a liſt of their names ovg'it to be given to the de- 
fendets ſutte time before, or at leaſt at their compear- 
ance, and the witneſſes ought to be rimoul]y cited to 
give evidence; and if they reſuſe .afte? three cjtations 
Siren, and, executions returned, may be proceeded with 
as contumacious, or it judged needful, after the firſt or 
Fecond citation, application may be made to the civil 
magiſtrate, that he may oblige them to appear. 
10. Befote the witneſſes be judicially examined, the 
accuſed perſon is to be called, and the rcJevancy of tie 
Iybel diſcuſſed, and if the defender compear, be may ob- 
je& againſt any of them, and if the objection be rele- 
vant, and made evident to the judicatory, the witneſſes 
are to be caſt, but a perſon's being the delator or in or- 
mer, doth not hinder him to be a witne's except in the © 
caſe-where he formerly complained for his own intereſt, 
or of pregnant preſumptions of malice againit the perſon 


accuſed, 1. r 
11. Though there be no relevant objeQion, yet the 
witneſſes are ſolemnly to be purged of malice, bribe or 
good deed done or to be done, and of partial counſel. . 
12. The witneſſes are to be examined in pteſence of 
the accuſed party if compearing. and he, may deſire the 
moderator to propole ſuch queſtions or "croſs queſtion 
to the witneſſes, as may tend to his exculpation, which 
if the judicatory think pertinent are to be propoſed, but 
no accuſed perſon is to interrupt the witneſſes, or {peak 
during the time of depoſition. „ ma 
13. If the party accu ed do before. probation offer 
: grounds of exculpation to be proven by witneſſes. the 
moderator and clerk, if required, are to give wartan 
io cite the witacYes upou the party's charges, the rele- 
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wvancy of the offered exculpation being firſt conſidered 
aud ſuſtained by the judicatory, aud if the exculpation 
be fully proven as to the ſubſtance of the ſcandal, all 
farther pronf of the lybel and accuſation muſt there ff 
and the. defender is to be aſſoiizied, and if the lybel be 
Gm. as to the time and place of a fact, and the accu- 
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xd more pregnantly allege and clearly prove alibi, but 
if che ſubſta ce of the ſcandal be once ſuſtained and de- 
oned upon, there can be no place for exculpation, un- 
3 it be as to ſome extenuat ing or alleviating circum- 
nces not contraiy to, but conſiſtent with the depoſi- 
tigns:alrcady taken Nr | 

14. If the witneſſes cannot Tubſcribe their names to 
their depoſitions, the clerk is to mark that they declare 
they cannet write, and the moderator is to ſubſcribe 
the ſame, whether they can ſubſcribe or not. 

15. After the depoſitions are ended, the parties being 
rcmoved, the members of the judicatory at the ſame or 
ſome after dyet thereto appointed, are to adviſe. the 
cauſe, and there and then to reaſon the affair calmly, 
ſpeaking always to the moderator one after another, 
without interrupting one another, uſing no, reflecting 
language to, or of one another, nor too long harangues 
or dipreſſions. | r 5 
1056. If any perſon or perſons under proceſs for ſcan- 
dals abſcond, they ſhall after being called before the 
judicatory and not compearing, bt cited firſt from the 
pulpit of the pariſh where the proceſs depends and 
| where they reſide, and if they do not thereupon appear 
before the judieatory before whom the proceſs depends, 
they are by order of the preſbytery to be cited frem the 
pits of all the kirks within their bounds to compear 
Ry. the preſbytery ; and if they do not then com- 
pear, they are to be declared fugitive from the church 
discipline, and the ſame intimate in all the kirks w'thin. 
the bounds of the preſbytery, defiring, that if any 
knaws of the ſaid fugitives, they may acquaint the mi- 

miſter or. elder of the bounds thereof, and the N 

ate to ſiſt ghers until they get further notice of theſe 
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T may fall ont that one ſing le act of arunkenoef of 
I breach of the Lord's day, 291 obedience to parents, 
or of ſwearing, curſing, ſcolding, fighting, lying, cheats 
ing or ſtealing, may be clothed. with ſuch eee 
as may be a juſt ground of proceſs imm-diately, 
even bring the perſons guilty under the cenſure of the 
leſſer excommunication and ſuſpenſion from the benefit 
of the ſealing ordinances, and require their appearance 
in preſence of the congregation to be rebuked, befory 
relaxation, but the weight of this is duly to be pondered;* 
and church judicatories and members thereof, are to 
conſider, whether private admonition of the perſons als: 
ledged and found guilty of the above ſcandals, if not 
dase with ſuch circumſtances of bringing them to the 
public, will tend moſt to edification, and proceed ac. 
eie 

2. But ordinarily in all ſuch offences, the gullty fort 
the firſt fault would be ſpoken to in private by the mi 
niſter or an elder and admoniſhed, and on promiſe from 
2 ſenſe of guilt to amend they may ſiſt there. 

3. But if the perſon relapſe, he ſhould be called bo 
fore the ſeſſion, and if found guilty may be there judiei- 
ally rebuked, where the ſeſſion on promiſe, from a due 
ſenſe of fin, to amend, may again fiſt. \ $459 

4. But if the perſon amend not after that, the ſeſow 
Would orderly proceed, unleſs repentance appear andy 
due ſatisfaction be offered, till they ie ffict the cenſure ul 
the leſſer excommnnication and ſuſpet fion from the be- 
nefit of the ſealing ordinances, under which the cenſa- 
red are to ly till amendment and reformation,  — ft 

5. With reſpe& to ſcandals, the profin*ſs whereof? 
makes it neceſſary to bring the perſons guilty oftener« 
than eace before the hah the rules raue 
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„ 7 
by che fourth ac of the geceral aſſembly anne ous 
thouſand ſeven hundred and five are to be followed. 


6. It the guilty perſons continue in this condition, ar 


Iy under the cenſure of the leſſer excommunication 3 
conſiderable time, and yet be found trequently relapſing 
in theſe vices they are cenſured for, it may be conſtruct- 
ed ſuch à degree of contumacy, and ſo agpravate the 
crime as to found a proceſs of the cenſure ot the higher 
excommunication, which is to be inflicted, or not, as 
may tend moſt to the reclaiming of the guilty perion 
and edification of the church. | noe 


zan Iv, 


Concerning the fin of Fornication, Adultery and ſcanda- 
. - lous Carriage tending thereto. | : 


TN delations about the fin of uncleannek, it falls fre- 


4 quently out, that when the matter is put to the ſtricteſt 


trial, all that can be proven is but preſumptions of guilt 
or ſcandalous behaviour, and not the act of uncleanneſs, 


the ſame being a work of darkneſs ; .. and therefore this 
mould oblige the kirk ſeſſion to be very cautious how 
to admit the public entering a proceſs without good 
warrand, where there is net a child in the caſe, unlcſs 
_ the ſcandal be very flagrant. SE ; 


7 


2. Many of theſe actions which give occaſion to the 
Failing a ſcandal of uncleanneſs, are ſuch as are not 
themſelves alone publicly cenſvrable, but to be paſt by 


with a private rebuke or admonition. | 


3. Yet ſome of theſe actions which come under the 
name of ſcandalous behaviour, may be ſo. Jaſgivious and 
obſcene, and clothed with ſuch circumſtances, as may 
He as offenſive as the act of uncleanneſs itſelf, and as 
cenſurable. | e 

4. If a married woman whoſe huſband hath been not- 
eurly abſent for a conſiderable time, beyond the ordi- 
vary time that women uſe to go with child, be found 
with child, this alſo may give ground to a kirk ſeſſion 
ſor a proceſs againſt her; but in tifls caſe judicatories 


would 


* 
** 


. 


and whether or not the perſon hath been always of ens 
tire fame before, as alſo how the public fame now runs. 
5. When an unmarried woman is known to be witk 
child, the fame gives ground to a' kirk ſeſſion ſor 4 
proceſs againſt her, and after ſhe is cited before the 
ſeſſion and appeareth, ſhe is to be interrogate who is 
the father of that child, and though in other caſes the 
divulging of a ſecret may be very imprudent and indeed 
the raiſing of a ſcandal, yet in this caſe where there is 
a child, whereby there is an undeniable ſcandal, and 
the keeping ſecret of the father à ground of greater of- 
fence, and of ſuſpecting many innocent perſons, if ſhe 
diſcover not the father, ſhe is to be looked upon as 
g0ntumacious, 29 ee Birks 
6. Prudenee may ſometimes require that the perſon 
ſhe nameth'to be the father of the child, be informed 
thereof, and ſpoke to privately, and if be deny the 
ſame, he is ſeriouſly to be dealt with to conſeſs, but i 
be. ſtill deny, then the ſeſſion is ts cauſe cite him to ap- 
pear before them. ef NE a ner 
7. In this proceſs when the delated father compear- 
eth, he is to be interrogate, and if he deny, he is to be 
confronted with the woman, and the vrefiubeiths as 
particularly held forth as poſſible, and all along there 
ſhould be private treating with him, in all 'meekneſs, 
charity and ſeriouſneſs, and if after all this he deny, 


though the woman's teſtimony can be no ſufficient evi 


dence againſt him, yet pregnant preſumptions, ſuch as 
ſuſpicious frequenting her company, or being ſo/us cum 
fola in loco ſuſpecto. or in ſuſpe poſtures and ſuch like 
which he cannot diſprove to the ſatisfaction of the ſeſſion, 
may ſo lay the guilt upon him, as ſhew him, that there 
appears no other way of removing the ſcandal, but his 


appearance to be publicly rebuked therefore; if he will 


not ſubmit himſelf to be rebuked as above, it perhaps 
may be more for edification that a true narrative of the 
: caſe be laid before the congregation, and intimation 
given that there can be no further procedure in that 


* 


r tn | 
could be prudent in conſideripg well all circumſtances 


matter, till God in his providence give farther light, 
yo * | | wo 
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2 Fu. 
fo ffi there at the alba that an oath be preſt, and 
upon retuſal-procecd: to the higher excommunicatibn ; 
but if the, perſon accuſed do offer his oath of pu pation, 
and crave the priviiege thereof, the preſbytery may (if 
they ſhall judge it ior ediſicat ion and removing of the 
F£candal,) allow the ſ me which may be to this purpoſe. 
I A. B. now under process before preſbytery of 1 
for that fin of alleged to be committed by me 
£: with C. D. and lying under that grieve us ſl nder, ' 
| 
| 
| 


« being repute as one guilty of that lin; I for ending 
4 cf the ſaid proceſs and giving ſatis faction to all good 
*« people, do declare before God and this that 
<, I am innocent and free f the ſaid fin of or 
_ <<, having carnal knowledge of he ſaid C. D. and here. 
4 by call the great God, the judger and avenger f all 
4 falſhood, to be witneſs and judge agai:i(t me in this 
4 matter if I be guilty; and this I de by taking his 
6, bleſſed name in my mouth, and ſwearing by him, whe 
«&..js. the great judge, vuniſher, and avenger as ſaid is, 
« and that in the ſincerity of my heart according to the 
« truth of the matter and mice vn conſcience, as 1 
« ſhall anſwer to God in the laſt and great day, when 
4% J ſhall ſtand before him to anſwer for all that I de 
* in the fleſh, and as I would partake of his glory in 
& heaven after this lite is at an end). 
8. In taking this oath for purgation, all tenderneſs 
and caution is to be uſed, nor is the ſeſſion to preſs any 
man thereto, but they are to deal with him and his 
conſcienee, as ii the ſight of God, and if he offer te 
give his oath, the judicatory are to accept it or not as 
they ſhall fee canſe, and then to proceed to remove the 
ſeandal, with the advice of the preſbytery, as may be 
molt to edification ; but this oaih is not to be taken ia 
any caſe but this, when the preſumpticns are ſo great 
that they create ſuch jealouſy in that congregation and 
ſeſſion, that nothing will remove the ſufpicion but the 
man's oach of purgation, and when his oath will pro - 
hably remove the ſcandal and ſuſpicion, in all other 
eaies-this'o:th is in vain, and ſo ſhould not be admitted, 
and never but by advice of the preſbytery, r 
Ie £3 T7 IBS S138 6895 ws 9. This 


77 ; * | 

9. This oath for purgation is to be taken either bed 
fore the kirk ſeſſion or preſbytery, or the congregations _ 
as the preſbytery ſhall determine, and if the oath be ta 

ken before the ſeſſion or preſbytery, it is to be intimate 
to the congregation that ſuch a perfon hath taken ſuck 
an oath, and the party may be obliged to be preſent in 
the congregation, aud may be put publicly to own his 
purging \imſeif by oath, and fo be declared free from 

the alleged ſcandal. | "x ge a» 
10. after an end is made as above with the delated 
father, the woman it to be dealt with to give the true 
father, and if afie: al! ſerious dealing and due diligence 
ſhe give no other, ſhe is to be cenſured according to 
the qua'ity of the offence conſeſt by her, without nam 
ing the perſon delated by her, the judicatory reſerving 
place for further cenſure upon further diſcovery, © 
11. If the woman who hath brought forth the child; 
doth declare ſhe knoweth not the father, alledging ſhe 
was forced, as in the fields by a perſon unknown, o 
any the like reaſon ; in theſe caſes great prudence is ie” 
de uſed, the former behaviour of the woman exactly 
ſearched into, and ſhe ſer ouſly dealt with to be ingenu< 
ous, and it ſhe hath been of entire tame, ſhe may be put 
to it to declare the truth as ii ſhe were upon oath, but 
not without the a vice of the pteſbytery, and no formal 
eath ſhould be taken, and if the woman confeſs ſhe was: 
not forced, but doth not know. the man, whether mars 
ried or unmarried, the ſame ce: ſure is to be inflicted» 
upon her, as in the cafe of aduitery,. „ Sue 


3 - 


12. It a per'on doth voluntarily confeſs uncleanneſs, 
and if there be no child, and the caſe be brought to the 
kirk ſeſſion, the ſeſſion is to inquire what preſumptions: 
there are of the truth of the thing confeſt, or what may 
have moved the perſon to make that confeſſion, whes' 
ther it floweth from diſquietneſs of mind, or ſrom ini» 
ſtrous deſign, as when a man ſuing to a woman for mar- 
riage is denied, and for revenge, or for to obta'n tis 
deſire, ſpreads the report that he hath: been guilty withs 
ber, they are to he dealt with, according à the preas 


lumptions upon ſearch, ace found, or not · 1 U 


& = PFC 
13.17 it be found that there is ne ground for this 
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ſeſſion, end that it is falſe, the perſon conſeſſing i 
to be cenſüred as defiming himſelf, and. likewiſe as a 


| Tanderer of the other party; and withal application is | 
to be made by the ſeſſion to the civil magiſtrate, » 


49 be puniſhed ug to law. Cn . 
14. If there be necd of witneſſes, the directions for» 
merly mentioned (chap. 2d.) are to be followed. _ 

” 15, When perſons guilty of uncleannefs live one in 
one pariſh, and another in another pariſh, the proceſs 


WON ht, and cenſures are to be before the ſeſſion of 
t 


the pariſh where the woman liveth, or where the ſcan- 
dal is moſt nottour, | { 


1806. If a ſcandal of uncleanneſs be committed where 
neither parties reſide, as if perſons having their fixed 
reſidence in one pariſh do commit uncleanneſs in ano- 


ther, pariſh, or perhaps in the fields, or in the time of 
fairs or mercats ; in theſe cafes, they are to be proceſſed 
and<cenfured where their ordinary abode. is, except the 
place of their abode be at a conſiderable diſtance from 
the place where the fin was committed, and the ſcangal 
be moſt flagrant where it was committed, 


17. When there is a ſcandal of uncleanneſs whereof 


perſons are guilty living in different pariſhes, the ſeſſion 
where the fin was committed is to acquaint the other 
ſeſhons where any of the perſons reſides, who are ex 


lebits to cauſe ſummon theſe perſons to appear before 


that ſeſſion, where the ſcandal is to be tried. 


ef another congregation than his wu, and the cenſure 
of the lefler excommunication is inflicted, the ſeſſion is 
to ſend an account thereof to that ſeſſion to which he 
belongs, but there is no need of any other ſentence of 
his own ſeſſion, to fix the cenſure on bim, but only a 
public intimation thereof to be made in his own pariſh. 
19. When a perſon is cenſured and abſolved from his 
ſcandal. in another congregation than where be lives, he 
is to bring a teſtimonial of his ablolution, which is ts 


be intimate to the congregation he lives in, if the ſcan- 


dal be alſo flagrant there ; otherways it will be ſufficient 
MES. 5 R 


at he 
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to intimate the ſame to the $9 and che ſame is to 
be done in the cafe of the profeſſion of repentance where 
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Eonc:rning | appeals from a Kirk-ſeſſion to a Preys 
tery, Kc, e r 


A-LL perſons who judge themſelves leaſed by the 
N procedure or ſentence of a kirk ſeſſion, may ap- 


peal to the ee by declaring and proteſting at paſ- 


ſing of the ſentence, and ſhould thereupon according to 
the eight act of the general aſſembly 1694, give in the 
appeal with the reaſons thereof in write, to the modera- 
tor or clerk of the ſeſſion, within the ſpace of ten days 
aſter the time of appealing, and procure extracts thereof, 
and preſent the ſame to the next meeting of the. preſby- 
tery thereafter, if there be a competent time, at leaſt 
ten days free betwixt the time of appealing and t“ 
meeting of the preſbytery ; and ſhould then inſiſt in tie 
appeal, wherein if the appealant fail, the appeal % 
FJacto falls and becomes null, and the appealant is to 
be held as contumacious, and proceeded againſt accord- 
ingly by the kirk ſeſſion. | „„ 
2. When an appeal is brought from a kirk ſeſſion to 
a preſbytery, the preſbytery is to conſider, whether the 


eavſe is of that nature, as it behoveth at length to come 


to the preſbytry by the courſe of diſcipline, © before the 
ſnal determination thereof, as if it be in a proceſs of al- 
ledged adulcery or ſuch like, then the preſbytery to ſave 
themſelves time may fall upon the conſideration of the 
affair without inſiſting much upon the bene or male ap- 
pellatum, though it ſeem to be prepoſterouſly appealed. 
3. But if the cauſe be fuch as the kirk ſeſſion are the 
competent and proper judges of, even to its ultimate 
deciſion, and f there hath been no cauſe given by the 
kirk ſeſſion, by their breaking the rules of an orderly 
| proceſs, either by the courſe of the proceſs, or by the 


incompetency of the cenſure, the preſbytery i not to 


1 


there tas been a ſentence of the lefſer excommunicatioꝶmp 
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fultain the appeal. 4. If 


* 
h_ * 
% * 


3 
42, ff the preſbytery do not ſuſtain the appeal, and find L 
were hath been ſome fault, paſſion, or culpable miſtake "ys 
in the appealant, the preſbytery is to inflict ſome cenſure, | bY 
ſuch as a reproof before the preſbytery, or appointan ac- U 
knowiegiog of their precipitancy before their own ſeſſon ö 
or ſuch like, on theſe appc alers they find to have been 15 
malicious and litigious thereby to prevent unneceſſa- ; 
ry appeals, and that beſide remitting back to the ſeſſion, 
to ſtand either to the cenſuce: of the ſeſſion, if it be in- 
ficted already, or to fiſt. themſelves during the proceſs C 
if it be depending. Ge poll , y 
8. If the appeal be ſuſtained. and yet upon proceed= N 
ing onthe cauſe the presbytery find the appealant oenſu- 
able, it is always to be minded, that whatever cenſure _ 
. be inflifted to remove the offence he bath given to the 
presby tery, yet the appealant if found guilty is to under» | ul 
£0 a cenſure, either before the kirk ſeſſion or congrega- 5 
tion he belongs to, ſuch as the presbytery thinks he de- ; 
i ſer ves, elſe presbyteries will be always troubled with ap- 4 
} . . | . 
[+ 19 If on the other hand. on trial of the proceſs, the | © 
KB presbytery find the kirk ſcſſi>n hath unwarrantably pro- 2 
13 ceeded, either in contributing to the raiſing of a ican- & 
bf dal, or inflicting the cenſure without a ſufficient cauſe, _ x: 
I and thereby the appealant leaſed ; the'presbytery is not * 
[| only to aſſoilzie the appealant, but to take ſuch ways as c 
H may be proper and eſſectual to vindicate the appealant's q 
i innocency, and wipe off the ſcandal taken at him 
#1 - 7. Herein the presbytery is to exerciſe great prudence, F 
1 doing juſtice to the innocent, yet ſo, as not to weaken : 
| mimte kick ſeſſion's authority in that congregation, if in : 
4 — —! rf Ti. ( 
F 8. But ſuch an emergent may very well eccaſion the 
Fi presbytery's giving the miniſter and elders of that ſeſſion 
=: -fuitable injunRtions and rules to walk by, or private ad- 
* 1 or to call for a viſitation of their ſeſſion re- : 
1. 00h Ce Ci e os 
. 8 9. The fame method is to be followed in appeals from 
br  predbyterics to ſynods, and from ſynods to general 41. 
f tables, 745 N w TTY an *0 267 DIY A210 
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| . E 17 > * 5 | | 
10. aner being made by paxt ies. Hanld bt the! 
+ execution of the ſentence appealed from, only while they 


appeal is duly and diligent x proſecnty., and may there 
E 


dz be determined, otherwiſe not, unleſs the judicatory, 
Fo zpealed to, receive the appeal, and take the affair be- 
7 ore them, and in that caſe the judicatory appealed... 
| from, is to fiſt until the appeal be diſcuſe. 

r 


E11 ns ra find 4674's 6 2323 
Concerning p roceſſes, which natively begin at the Kirks 
Alien, but are nat te be brought to a final delermina- 


44 1 en 
IHERE are ſome proceſſes, which vatiyely begin 
: De kirk ſelloen, which, for the — gn. tb 
the ſcandal, or difficulty in the affair, or general con- 
cern, the ſeſſion having the opportunity of frequent 
meetings of the presbytery to have recourſe there unto, 
do not determine of themſelves, ſuch as ſcandals of in- 
eeſt, adultery, trilapſes in fornication, murder, atheiſm, 
idolatry, witchcraft, charming, and hereſy and error, 
vented and made public by any in the congregation, . . 
ſchiſm and ſeparation from the public ordinances, pro- 
ceſſes in order to the bighelt cenſures of the chureb, add 
continued contumacy ; but the kirk ſeſhgn haying re- 
ceived information of ſuch groſs ſcandals, they are to... 
weigh the ſame according to the rules and directions 
? preſcribed them in proceſſes, which belong to their pe- 
> cullyx province. and if they find good ground for a pro - 
L ceſz, they are to deal with the perſon accuſed to con- 
; eſs, that which now cannot be hid nor amended, till 
| fatigfation be made to the church, which when done, 
the ſeſſion is to refer the caſe, and ſend an extract of 
their procedure thereanent to the presbytexyx. 
2. When there is no confeſſion of the ſcandals above - 
mentioned, the ſeſſion are not to proceed to lead prob: 
tion by witneſſes or preſumptions, till an account of, 
; the matter be brought by reference to the presbytery, as 4 
| aforeſaid, and the — do thereupon *ppoing MPa} | 
„ emen 
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ſeſſion to proceed and W probation; and after proba · 95 
tion is led, the ſamè is to be brought to the presbytery, 


; — 
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by 
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who may infli& what cenſure they ſee cauſe. 

3. Sometimes it will fall out that the proceſs is ſo 
clear, as in a caſe of judicial confeſſion, that the kirk 
-feffion: may ſummon the delinquent when before them | 
apud acta, to compear before the presbytery, 2 | 
previous acquainting them thereof, but where there is | 


way difficulty, the kirk ſeſſion ſhould inform the pre- 
bytery and take their advice beſore a party be ſummoned 
8 +: „ J A $23 1-4 23 13 ets £54 71559 


Sefore them : 13 eme i LA 85 
. When theoparty or parties compear before the 
presbytery, if they confeſs and proſeſs repentance for 
Their Go, then the presbytery having, gravely rebuke, 
and (criouſly exhorted the party or parties; are to deter. 
mine the cenſure,: and preſtribe the time and place of 
"the parties,” their profeſſion of theirrepentance publicly 
began, the ſcandal being there to be taken away, or re 
mit them to the ſeſſion to receive ord rs thereanent: 
F. It is thought more fit that the delinquents be ap- 
pointecto remove the ſcandal in the congregation, where 
the” offence is; moſt flagrant, eſpecially if they reſide 
there; rather than in the place where it was committed 
il it be not publie there and chat intimation of the re 
moving thereof be made ia other places, if the judicul 
BZ ty Mat — 14+" gag net cf bt gel ze 
006. Whew porſons eehſured for theſe groſſer ſcandals 
F & Apply tothe kirk! ſeſſion for relaxation, they may 
3% böth be pravarely vonſerred with,' and likewiſe their ac. 
BY Ehowiegments heard beſore the ſeſſion, but they ought 
1 Bot to de brodght before the congregation, in order to 
BY theirabſolurion; ris ablolved, but by advice and order 
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n Concerning: Proceſes again Minis.” 1 
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uculat accuſer: but the presbytery in this caſe would be 
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11. procelſes againſt any ine ack to begin- 
fore the presbytery to which he belongeth, and 
3 the kirk ſeſſion of his own pariſu. $19 
2. The credit and ſueceſs of the goſpel (in the way 
of an ordinary mean) much d e on the entit 
credit and reputation of miniſters, their ſound dect 


and holy converfation, no ſtain thereof ought lightly 
do be received, nor when it comes before a judi 


ought'to be negligentiy enquired into, or r 
evident, ought to be 3 „ bak 
„ 3. And becauſe ſcandal committed by. a miniſter 
hh on theſe accounts many aggravations, and once 
raiſed, tdougb it may de found to de | without any 
ground, yet it is not eafily wipt of; therefore a pres- 
bytery would exactly ponder by whoſe information and 
eomplaint it comes firſt before them, and a presbytery 


s not ſo far to receive the information; as do er 


the citation of a miniſter, or any way begin the proceſs, 
until there be firſt ſome perſon, who under his hand 


Wives. in the complaint with ſome acconnt of its 


hility, and undertakes to make out the lybel. ade. Or 
at leaſt do before the presbytery undertake to make it out 


under the pain of being cenſured as flandeters. Or 


81 That the ſamadalameſa of the ſcandal be ſo great, 
ag that the presbytry for their own; vindicatian ſee1hem- 
ſelves neceſſitate to begin the proceſs, without any par- 


ogreſul, ſirſt, to enquire into the riſe, eecahon, ad 


ers and grounds of this fama clamoſa. >: 


4. All chriſtians ought to be ſo oradent and wary fo | 
accuſing miniſters of any cenſurable fault, as that vip Cn 
ought neither to publiſh nor ſpread the ſame, nor aceu 
the miniſter before the presbytery without firſt acquaint- 
ing the mioiſter bimſelf if they can have acceſs thereto, 
and chen, if need * ſome of the moſt prudent of the 

INT B 2 | miniſters 


a : 


„ 
miniſters and elders of that presbytery, and their adviee 
got in the affair. 243195 "Rf 
F. If there ſhall be ground found to enter in a pro- 
ceſs againſt a miniſter, the presbytery ſhould firſt conſi- 
der the lybel, then order him to be cited, and to get a 


Full copy, with a liſt of the witneſſes names to be led a 
for proving thereof, and a formal citation in write is to te 
be made either perſonally, or at his dwelling houſe, t. 


bearing a competent time allowed to give in anſwer to 2 
the lybel, and his juſt defence and objections againſt h 
witneſſes, at leaſt ten free days before the day of com- 2 
pearance, and the citation fhould bear the date when A 
2 
0 
F 


given, and the names of the witneſſes to the givipg 
thereof: and the execution bearing its date, with the 
names and deſignations of the witneſſes ſhould, be made 
in write, and ſigned by the officer and witneſſes, which 
being accordingly returned, he is to be called, and if 
de compear, the lybel is to be read unto him, and he 18 -1 
to be enquired if he bas any anſwers to give in to the ly. || | 
{ 


Zi bel, that they may be read and conſidered, in order to 

39 the diſcuſſing of the relevancy, and if the pregbytery 

FF} find the ſame, and that there is cauſe to inſiſt, they are 
3 to endeayour to bring him to a confeſſion, whereby be | 


| may moſt glorify God; and if he confeſs, and the mat- 
We | tdteter confeſt be of a ſcandalous nature, cenſurable in o- 


1 thers, ſuch as the fin of .uncleanneſs, or ſome other 
3g -,groſs ſcandal, the presbytery (whatever be the nature of 
nj his penitency, though to the convictipn of all) are a- 
1 Banter to depoſe him ab officio, and to appoint him in 
1 due time to appear before the congregatipn where the 
ot | ſcandal was given, and in his own pariſh, for removing 
i the offence, by the public profeſſion of his repentance. 
Y 6. If a miniſter be accuſed of any ſcandal, and cited 


to appear before his own presbytery, and do abſent him- 

ſelf by leaving the place, and be contumacious without 
making any relevant excuſe, after a new public citation 
. and-intimation made at his own church when the con- 
gregation is met, he is to be holden as confeſt, and to 
de depoſed and cenſured i»/taz/er with the leſſer excom- 
- munication ;- but if after ſome time he do dot beine 
5 421 | 5 | an 
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ald ſubzect himſelf to the cenſures of the church, he 


may be proceeded againſt till he be cenſured. with the 


greater excommunication, if the judicatory ſee cauſe 


for it. . 

7. If the miniſter accuſed do appeat and deny the fact 
after the relevancy is'foand, the presbytery proceeding 
to probation, and to find the truth of the matter, all 
the circumſtances are to be exactly canvaſſed, and the 


atcuſed heard to object againſt the witneſſes. As alſo,” 


he ſhould be allowed to be preſent at the examination, / 
and modeſtly to croſs interrogate, and then the ræputa - 
tion of the witneſſes and their hability duly regarded. 


and the examiuation conſidered. If after” conſideration. 
of all theſe, the judicatory ſhall find the ſcandal ſuffici- 
ently proven, they are to proceed to cenſure, as adviſed 


in the caſe of confeſſion in paragraph 5th. 


238. If the matter laid to the miniſter's charge be ſuch 
practices as in their on nature manifeſtly ſubvert that 


order, unity and peace, which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in 


his church, or unſoundneſs and hetrodoxie in doctrine, 


then great caution would be uſed, and che knowlege and 
underſtanding of witneſſes much looked into, aud withal, 


jf the errors be not groſs and ſtriking at the vitals of re- 


ligion, or if they be not pertinaciouſly ſtuck unto, or 
induſtriouſly ſpread; with a viſible deſign to corrupt, or 
that the errors are not ſpreading among the people, 


then lenitives, atmonitions; inſtructions, and frequent 


conferences are to be tried to reclaim without cutting 


off, and the advice of other presbyteries ſought; and 


unſeſs the thing de doing much hurt, ſo as it admits of 
no delay, the ſynod or general aſſembly may be adviſed 
With in the affair, and the ſame intimate to the miniſter 
concerned. | | n 
9, If the lybel and complaint brought againſt a mini- 
ſter be a multitude of Imaller things laid together, as ſe- 
veral acts of negligence or other unſuitable actions, the 
presbytery in proceeding therein are to make a presby- 
terial viſitation of that pariſh to which the miniſter be- 
longs; and at the ſaid viſitation, are firſt to ſee if any 
ef thee things now laid to the miniſter's charge, were 
Fc hf r committed 


33 1ad 4 £7. 172 eb 28 3 
mitted prior to'the laſt prevbyterial Fikeation of an 
Dk 2400 whether they were then laid to bis charge | 
and if they were not, it would be tryed how they com 
200 be laid to his charge now. 
15. If the presbytery find theſe thing + laid to his 
Fbarge. to be committed ſince the laſt — or ſind 
latisfyiog reaſon Wherefore they were not then table, 
Uty are to enquire What diligence hath been uſed in ac - 
azinting the miniſter with the offence taken at theſe 
ugs when: firſt committed by him, and how far the 
5 niſter hath been'- guilty of giving offence, after be 
Euew offence to be taken. 
5 11. It would likewiſe in this caſe be enquired, who- 
ther any of the complainers did firſt in a prudent private 
ay inform any of the neighbour miniſters, of ſome of 
theſe things committed by their miniſter, who is now 
<hallenged, before thefe offences came to be ſo many, 
tb merit a public and ſolemn trial, and according jy 
Be presdytery is to judge. 
12. If the presbytery find upon trial, the complaint 
o reſolve upon the miniſter's having committed ſuch 
cacts of infirmity or paſſion, as conſidering all the cir- 
tumſtances may be either amended and the people ſatic- 
fied, and no ſuch - offence taken, or at leaſt not to re- 
main; ſo as to hinder the miniſter's profiting the people, 
end that the offence was taken by the miniſter's own 
Feople only or mainly; then the presbytery is to take 
All prudent ways to ſatisſy and reclaim both: miniſter an 
people, and do away the offence. 2 
13. But before a miniſter depoſed fo FO Edna 
vioge can be reſtored to the 8 of the miniſſry, 
"there wonld not only be convincing evidences of g deep 
Sorrow for ſin, but an eminent and exemplary humble 
walk, and ediſying converſation, fo apparent and con- 
Winting as bath worn” out and healed the ne 
« Feandal gave. Fett 
why, Immediately o on EG miviſter' s: being depoſed: ky 
he presbytery, the ſentence: is to be intimate ih his 
teMprepation; the church declared vacant;} the plantivg 
chef cof with another miniſter haſtenced; and fever'-iR- 
1 0 tl! 10 N. } #3 4 ! Qt! D. 2 * {x SEL. N 3 3 layed 
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d Excommunicatioon. 
„ Se FAR is a diſlinction bet wixt the greater 8 
* the leſſer excommunication, it ſeems that whatever 


5 have been the eauſes of the ſiiſt proceſs, yet erdinarily 
8 all proceſſes that are in order to the greatet mm 
p nication are to be grounded on manifett. contumacy,, or 
obſtinate continuance in ſcandalons practices; and where 
55 there is no maniſeſt contumacy, or continuance as-afore- 
: faid, the leſſer excommunication needs only have 
place. Vet in ſome extraordinary caſes, the chyrgh 
according to ſcripture. watraot hath ſummarly excam- 
municated perſons guilty of nottour atrocious ſeanda- 
Vops * to ſhew the church's abborrence of 1 war. 
edneſs. | * 
2. Even where there del dern ſandal elated, 
and contumacy following by not appearing, - it would 
de conſidered, — any ſcandalous practice hath 
been proven, or not, if not proven, then only the ſim- 
ple contumacy is to be proceeded againſt, for which it 
were hard to go a greater length tpn __ leſſer excom- 


munication. 57 
824. If doe Cancel bach been proven, 2nd: the Seyler 
of- the leſſer-excommunication intimated. as in chapter 
third; it ſeems molt reaſonable that there, be. no far — 
& proceeding, unlefs:rhe-ſcandal be-gro(s, Jer ofian hal- 
nous nature, or chat it is ſpread' ag and inſoctios. asia 
hereſies or ſchiſm in the church. In which caſes c- 
Inaty is to be proceed e in erde the greater 
"excommunication; | renner toy be ies 
= 4/4 The kirk ſeſſ o having bronghe the, proceſs to en 
intimation of the cenſure of the lefſer e commun cation. 
before they inflict the ſame, they art ta reſer tb affair 
0 the preſbyte ry, bringing thein whole Bags he 
Fore the preſbyterytin write, thstü the. pay ons... 
-thereby-haveca clear and fall view nliche whole s 
Horz. The preſbytery Gnding the kirk ſeſſton hath anger 
B 4 1 
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Jy proceeded, abd that the leffer excommunĩcationis 
not ſufficient, and tbat the affair is ſo weighty as to o- 
blige them to enter on the ex they are to cauſe 
their officer to cite the ſeandalous perſon, 
6. If the party appear, then the preſbytery is to pro- 
ceed in the enquiry at the accuſed, about the ſcandal 
alleged and lybelled, and if he deny it, then they are to 
proceed and lead probation as in other caſes. 

7. But if the party appear not, but contemn the ei- 
tation, the preſbytery cauſeth renew the ſame, until he 
hath got three citations, and after the three citations 
the is to be cited out of the pulpit : and for the further 
conviction of all concerned, intimation is to be made, 
that the judicatory will proceed and enquire into the 
prefumptions or probation of the guilt, and this is to be 
done although the delinquent be abſent. 
8. Then the preſbytery is to order the miniſter o 
the congregation next Sabbath after ſorenoon's ſermon, 
to acquaint the congregation what proceedings the kirk 
ſeſſion firſt, and thereafter the preſbytery hath made in 
the affair, and how contumacious the party was, and 

| that the preſbytery intended to proceed to the higheſt 
© | cenſure; and the miniſter is gravely to admoniſh the 
1 party (if preieat) to repent and ſubmit himſelf to the 
1 diſcipline of the church, threatening him, if he conti- 
nue impenitent, that the church will proceed, yea 
though he be abſent, the miniſter-is to acquaint the peo- 
1 ple, that the church requires him to repent and ſubmit 
2 sũ aboveſsid, under the foreſaid certification. N 
1 g. There ſhould be three public admonitions, and a 
1 preſbytery ſhould interveen betwixt each admonition; 
1 and if after all, that perſon continue impenitent or con- 
uo | tumacious, the ſame is to be repreſented to the preſby- 
1 tery, who are thereupon to appoint public prayers thrice 
to be made, in which the miniſter-is'to exhort the con- 
-gregation ſeriouſly to join with him in prayer, for the 
wcamdalous; impenitent or contumacious perſon, which 
de is ſolemnly to put up to God, humbly bepging that 
me would deal with the foul of the impenitent, and con- 

Vince him oſ the evil of his wayyͤs. 13 * 
10. Theſe publiẽ prayers of the church are to be put 
bs | up 
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ray 
up three ſevefal Sabbath days, a'pteſbytery (wherd ich 
meeting are more frequent once @ month at leaſt):inters- 
veening betwixt each publie prayer, both to ſtew the 
churches tenderneſs towards their lapſed brother, ther 
earneſtneſs to have him reclaimed, and likewiſe to cre- 
ate a greater regard and terror of that dreadful cenſure, 
both in the party and in all the people, | © © 
11. If after all, the ſeandalous perſon mukes' no ap- 
plication, but continue impenitent; the preſbytery, afs: 
ter prayer, is to paſs ſentence, and appoint # miniſter! 
to intimate the ſame, and to ſhew the preſbyteriesrefo-- 
lation to proceed upon fach a Sabbath as they ſhall 
name, for pronouncing that dreadful ſentence ſolemnly” 
in face of the congregation, unleſs eicher the party or 
ſome for bim, figniſy ſome relevant ground to ſtop 
their procedure. | „ e OIL. 
12. That day being come, it were fit the miniſter. 
did preach a ſer mon ſuited to that ſolemm occaſion,” or 
at leaſt after ſermon the miniſter ſhould: ſhow the con- 
gregation what he is going about, introducing the nar- 
rative of the proceſs, with a diſcourſe concerning the 
nature, uſe and end of church cenſures, particularly: 
that of the greater excommunieation,. if he hath: not 
done it fully in his fermom. N 
13. The nar rating all the ſteps of the proceſs imo. 
der, ſhewing the churehes faithfulneſs and tendernefs: 
towards the ſcandalous perſon, and dechating: his ob. 
Rinate impenitency; and that now aſter all other means 
were uſed, there remained only that of cutting off the 
ſcandalous perſon from the ſociety of the faithful, and 
intimating the churches warrand and order to him tan 
to do. $ ius a8 
14. And before the miniſter pronounce the ſentenece, 
he is to pray and deſire all the congregation to join with 
him therein, that God would grant repentance to ther 
- obſtinate perſon, would graciooſly bleſs his own-ordy- 
nance, and make the cenſure: effectual, both to ediſy 
others, and to be a mean to reclaim the obſtinate ſinnen. 
15. Then after prayer, the miniſter is with great gra- 
vity and authority to pronounce the cenſure, ſhewing 
' bis warrand from our Lord's command, and the 2 = 
_ ; ; aut. 
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2 direction, age. conv preſbyteries war. 
rand in obrdience thereunto. and reſwning the ſcanda- 
lend d ol BIOS PORT ent i. 10 
Fame; hetherefore in the name and authority of our 
Lord and Maſter Jeſus Cbriſt doth In verbis de preſents 
ottaunce'and declare him or her excommunicated and 
mut bur from the communion of the faithful, debarring 
Mut perſon from their privileges, and in the words of 
e apoſtle, delivering that perſon over to Satan, which 


- . 1 


entence is to be intimate according to the gth act of the 
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Nembly Ane l. : 
18. If aſter prayer or before the cenſure be pronoun - 
red, the ſcandalous perſon do make any public fignifi- 

ation of his repentance, and of his deſire to have the 

cenfare ſtopt, the miniſter upon apparent ſeriouſneis in 
e ſcandalous perſon, which he ſheweth to the congre- 
yation, may thereupon delay pronouncing the ſentence, 

Ur he report to the preſbytery at their next meeting, 

Who are then to deal with the ſcandalous perſon as they | 


Mull God cauſe. 


I} 17. After the pronunciation of this ſentence, the 
= 2 are to be warned that they hold that perſon to be 
Ri aft out of the communion of the church, and that they 

i Mun all unneceſſary converſe with him or her, neverthe- 


Iſt excommunication' diſſolveth not the bonds of civil 
Wr natural relations, nor exempts from the duties be- 
i  Joigidg to ben. ts 


4 '18:* Although it be the duty of paſtors and ruling el- 
1 o uſe all diligence and vigilance, both by doctrine 
* 2 nd e ectively, for preverting and purgin 
W 7 Git fuch errors, bereſies, ſchiſms and ſcandals as tend to 
e detriment and diſturbance of the church; yet be- 
, tavte it may fall out through the pride and ſtubbornneſs 
pf offenders, - that theſe means alone will not be effec- 
mac that purpoſe; it is therefore neceſſary after all 
q this to" imploy the aid of the civil magiſtrate, wh6 
ws | Ks 10 uſe his coercive power for the ſuppreſſing of al) 
8 | Fab oftuces; and vindicating the diſcipline of the'chutch 
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IF ſter ex communication, the ſigns of gepeutance ap» 


pear in the excommunicated perſon, ſuch as pos 
orrow, for having incurred God's beayy dilplealure. | 
his fin, occaſioned grief to his brethren, and joſtly 


2 


together with a full purpoſe of heart to turn 


to make free confeſſion of bis En 


making it effects 
_ offender, to magni 


CV 
repent and forſake their fins; but before the miniſter 


9 * 


proceed to abſolution, he is to pray ee | 
Her 


ion to this effect. That the Lord Jeſus Chrj 


preaching of the goſpel hath joined the pawer to. h 
7 and looſe the ſins of men, who hath MY declared. 


þ -& 3 — Vai „ & „ AID LIY r 
phet, prieſt and king of his church, who vue 


* whatſoever by his miniſters is bound on earth, ſhall 
be Þpugd in heaven, aud allo that whatſoever is looſed . 


« by 


% 


% 


* 


CITED mo 


\ 7 8 oo 2 TY _ l \ | 
* by * 2 * = a A _ 
r n 


r . p gps, 
: k c . * \ 
. 
* 


” 3% % N F- 8 l | * & 
285 


Fog #7] 
e by the ſame, tran if lopſed and abſolved in heaven, 


© woyld mercifully accept his creature M. hom Satan 
< of Jong time bath holden in bondage, ſo that he not 
#* only drew bim to iniquity, but alfo ſo hardened his 
„heart, that he deſpiſed all admonitions, for the which 
* his fin and contempt, the church was compelled to 
< excornmnnicate him from the ſociety of the faithful; 
© but now ſeeing the holy ſpirit by his grace hath ſo 
© prevailed, that he is returned and profeſſcth repentance 
© toward God and faith toward our Lord Jeius Chriſt, 
CE that it may pleaſe God by his ſpirit and grace to make 
© him a ſincere and unfeigned penitent, and for the obe- 
© Jiexce of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto death, ſo to ac- 
6 cept of this poor believing and returning ſinner, that 
© his former diſobedience be never laid to his charge, 
© and that he may encreaſe in all godlineſs, ſo that Sa- 
tan in the end may be trodden under feet by the pow- 
E er of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and God may be glori- 
© fied, the church edificd, and the penitent ſaved in the 
© day of the Lord.” 3 | 
* 2. Then ſhall follow the ſentence. of abſolution in 
theſe or the like words: Whereas thou N. haſt for thy 
© fin been ſhut out from the communion of the faithful, 
E and haſt now manifeſted thy repentance. wherein the 
church reſteth ſatisfied, I in the name of the Lord 

© Jeſus, before this congregation, pronounce and de- 
© clare thee abſolved from the ſentence of excommuni- 


| © cation formerly denounced. againſt thee, . and do re- 
ceivè thee to the communion, of the church, and the 


©'free uſe of all the ordinances of Chriſt, that thou 
© mayeſt be partaker of all his beneſits to thy eternal 
© falvation.” 10 3 COLE: 
3. Aſter this ſentence of abſolution,. the miniſter 
fpeaketh to him as to a brother, exhorting him to watch 
and pray, aud comforting bim as there ſhall be cauſe; 
the elders embrace, and the whole congregation holdeth 
communion with him, as one of their own, and the ab- 
Wlution ſhould be intimate in all the churches where the 
Stcommunication was intimates e. 
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Scvoral Acts and Overtures of Fe Ge. 
neral Aſſemblies, GM. 


Act of the general aſſembly, 1638. Seſſ. 23. 24 be 
cCember 17, 18. 

Nent the report of the committee, appainted 1 * 

A conſidering what conltitutior's were to be revived, 

or made of new, they proponed the overtures follows 


ing; which were read and allowed by the whole afſems» 


bly, or by them referred to the conſideration of the & 
veral preſbyteries. 


. 


Anent preſbyteries which have been erected Gr the 8 


year 1586. It ſeemeth needſul, that they be ratified by 
2n act of this general aſſembly, and that other preſbyte- 
ries ſhall be erected. where they ſhall be found needful, 
and eſpecially now in the ſynod of Liſmore, according 
to the particular note giyen there anent. 

The aſſembly ratiſieth theſe preſbyteries ſince 1486, 
and erected thoſe in Liſmore, conform to the note jw 
giſtered i in the books of aſſembly. 

Anent -the keeping of preſbyterial meetings ; - iti is 
thought fit that they be weekly, both in ſummer and 
winter, except in places far diſtant, who during the 


winter ſeaſon, (that is between the firſt of Ofohber and 


the firſt of April) ſhall be diſpenſed with for meeting 
once in the fourteen days, and that all abſents be cen- 
ſured,” eſpecially thoſe who ſhould exerciſe and add, ac» 

cording to the Act of aſſembly 1582. at St, Andrews, 
April 24. Seſſ 12. and that ſome controyerted head of 
doctrine be handled in the preſbyterie publicly, and dif 
puted among the brethren, every firſt preſbyterie of the 
month, according to the aft of aſſembly holden n 
dee 1 598. Seſſ. 12, 
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” 32M Ther aſſ. urbly dB... this article; © W 7 by 
aden the —— panicylariirks within ptes⸗. 

DVyteties; it is thought expedient that it be once eve 
war herein a care is to be had,” among ether things 
| ry; thut it be tried, bow domeſtic exereiſès of re. 
12 exerciſed i in particular ſamilies, and to ſee What 
there ate in every pariſn e for _ 
ahiſing and inſtructiag the youth. | | 
£2537 be mae BEE alloweth this article. 
| N. -+ IV: Anent the viſit ation of 'kirks, ſchools and cols 
©  degeb3\ iris: thoaght meet that the acts of 1 hold- 
en at Edinburgh the 25th June, 1565. . 2. 
in execution; that the miniſters of the 3 the 
 Poimcipat; regents, and'profeſſors within colleges, and 
maſters, and doctors of ſchools, be tried concerning the 
ſannitheſs.of their judgment in matters of religion, their 
3 — diſcharge of their calling, and the honeſty of 

ſation; as the act of aſſembly at Rdinburgh, 
87. 256 . Seſf. 3, and the act of the aſſembly hol- 
3 Montroſe, 1595 Seſſ. 9. do import: and this vi- 
gy > tk of colleges bs by: way of commiſſion from we 
— * ti 
The general aſſembly allowerh this: article.” + 
2: Auent non-reſidents; it is thought neceſſary, that 
miniſter be —_ to reſide in his own parochin 

'bedicary ma „for the better attending of the 
Cer ie Ag 8, — to the acts of aſſemblies, 
Ann uf eſſembiy ad Edinburgh, March 24. 1595.7 
Seſſ⸗ r ag allo — Edinbutgh, December 25. 1563. 
n 5. und aſſemblxat Edinburgh, Derember 28. 1 565. 
Seſſ. 4. aſſembly at Edinburgh, March 6 1572. Seſſ. 3. 

The aſſembly alloweth this article. 

VI. Anent the planting of ſchools in Landward, the” 
wigt-whereot doth greatly prejudge the growth;ob the, 
goipe!, and 3 the decay of religion; the aſſembly 
giveth direction to ſeveral preſbyteries for the ſettling 
efEbools.in every Land ward parochin, and 085 
of men able, for-the:charge. of teaching the youth 
e — — 

of the comm. rer 
Ds vhs hh in Gas Yr 6 A030 304 23\,9% bes 
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conf 
ed for their entettainrhent; in tho: mbſt conventent man · 
ner tha may be had, 'necording torthe ability vbrbe 
7.5 21 383 A gon 3-30 783 1 v 
The Aembiy aiowerh, and- reſerreth che 
alnlar eburſe unto the ſeveral preſtytericii- 
ve vu. Anent the late admiſſon of miaiſters by —— 
texies, and the choice of. moderators, acco 
ancient power of the (aid preſbyteries; the ani 4. 
clareth they had power to do the fame, and ratifierh © 
that what hath been done of late ol that k ind upon'war- 
rantable grounds, : that hereafter t de not called iu 
ſtion ze echt whey 18 1 
«ff „ The ably alloweth-thitaricle.. N nf 
VIII. Anent the competency of — — 
rochins, that ſome proportion may de keeped, both an 
nent the number and diſtance-of place; it wauld:ſccat 
expedient that this general aſſembly ſbunld: 
commiſſion for every ſhire, where there is ee 
that the particular parochins and nen 
bonnds be duly conſidered, and overtures be 
the ſame commiſſion given in to the provincial ſyneds;\ 
and by them to the general n that there a they 


may be adviſed and ratificcdt. 2 % N : 
de aſſembly referreth wi te the eare-of the 75 
partieular preſbyterie. n 78 


X. Anent the entry — eſmividey; i 
ivexpedient that — aſſembly holden at Edinburghs 
March 24. 1595. Seſſ. 7. be-ratified; auc piſt-in;execntiony 
in every preſbyterie, and to that end, that they geb 
copy thereof, under the.clerks Rand wherof the tende 
falloweth, - iSd e 5 daldie rene d ** 
TESTES : 12 * Dite ide e af} 
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42. Seſſt 7. Muren 26; of the "mbly at Edinborghy 


Tha r e 31 1596. te dat 186 oY. 
30. 1 % 9 515 412 
Fonterni— ag the Heſetions . oh try; es es 

b Ca hn our, ON uu W, —— 4 
the brethren” ? pps My pen rw wc 
auth in ve — 1 


tin, and to ſee the kirk and —2 — ts —_— 


en 
came in ſuch points,as is ſet doun, and ſome zealous, and godly _ 
brethren in dactriue, lay them out for their better humill- 


ation; and that they make ſolemn promiſe befare the na. 


10% of Cad, and male new covenaut with him for @ more, 
gareſul and reverent diſcharge of their miniſtry. To. 
the whjeb effect was choſen Mr. John Davidſon; and 

Tueſday next at nine hours in the morning appointed in 
the pew kirk, for that ect; whereunto none is to reſart 
but the miniſtry ; the form to be adviſed the morn in prix- 
vy conference. | | | 


The tenor of the adviſe of the brethren, depute 
for penning the enormities and corruptions iy 

- ..- the miniſtry, and remead thereof, allowed by 

dhe general aſſembly here conveened, 15966. 


be ; Corruption: in oaks: ores 
Ter as much as by the too ſudden admiſſioy and light 
trial of perſons to the miniſtry, cometh to paſi that 
many als fall out in the perſons of miniſiers ; it would 
be ordainndd in time coming, that more diligent ingui ſitian 


aud dial be uſed of all fuch perſons as ſhall enter into the 


» Arſpecially theſe points. That the intrant ſhall be poſed 
por bir conſcience, before thi great God (and thai in 
© weft grave manner) hat muveth: bim to accept the office © 
ard charge of the miniſtry upon him. | 
Mot it be inquired, if any by ſeliſtation or meyen, di: 
reckly or indirectly, preaſe to enter in the ſaid office ; and 
#f it be found that the ſolifler be repelled, and that the 
preibyterie repel all ſuch of their number. from voting in 
the election or admiſſion as ſhall be found moyeners far 
allicitor, and poſed upon their conſcience to declare the 
truth to that eck. | 7% 
Thirdly, becauſe by greſentetions, "many. forcibly arg © 
*#hru/t into the minifiry, and upon congregations, that a1 
ter thereafter that they wet nut called by God ; it would. 
be frevided that nent ſrel preſentations to bewgfiers ui. 
* 8 e Ys EIS... 32 AM 
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a& . they think is neceſſary py 
pes aflembly be humbled, fer wanting ſuch care as be. 
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EST. _ 
 onf advice of the freibyterie, within the bounds wheredf 
the benefice is, and if any do in the contrary, they tobe © 

repelled as rei ambitus.© 8 OSA 
That the trial of perſons ta be admitted to the miniſtry © 
hbercaſier, eonſiſt not only in their learning and ability s 
preach, but alſo in conſcience, and feeling, and ſpiritual 
wiſdom, and namely in the knowlege of the bounds of their 
calling in dodtrine diſcipline and wiſdom to behave bim- 
ſelf accordingly with the diverſe ranks. of perſons within © 
his flock, as namely with athieſis, rebellious weak conſci- | 
ences, and ſuch other wherein the paſtoral charge is moft © '” 
kythed ; and that he be meet to ſiop the mouths of the ad- 'Y 
verſaries, and. ſuch as are not qualified in theſe points to | 
be delayed to further trial, and while they be found qua- 8 
lified. And becauſe men may be found meet for ſome pla- 
ces who are not meet for others, it would be conſidered, 
that the principal places of the realm be provided by men 
of moſt worthy gifts, wiſdom and experience, and that none 
lake the charge of greater number of people nor they are 
able to diſcharge ; and the aſſembly to take order herewith, 
and the act of the provincial of Louthain, made at Lin- 
lithgow, to be urged. e b e 
That ſuch as hall be found not given to their book and 
fiudy of ſcripture, not eareful to have books, not given to 
ſanitification and prayer, that ludy nat to be poauetſul 
and ſpiritual, not applying the doctrine to corruption!, 
which is the paſtoral gift, obſcure and tos ſcholaſtic before» _ 
the people, cold, and wanting of ſpiritual zeal, negligent - 
in viſiting of the fick and caring for the poor, or indiſcreet. .. 
in chuſing of parts of the word not meeteſt for the flock, _. 
fatterers and diſſembling at public fins, and ſpecially of. 
great perſonages in their congregation, for flaitery or for 8 | 
fear, that all ſuch perſons be cenſured, according to the + 32 
degres of their faults, and continuing. therein, be de- . 
rived. FR av wat gt 5%" 
4 That ſuch as be flothſul in the miniſtration of the ſacra- _ 
ments and irreverent, as prophaners receiving the clean _ 
and unclean, ignorants and ſenſeleſs prophan?, and mak- - 
ii no conſcience of their profeſſion in their calling and fa - 
miljes, emitting due trial or uſing. none, er light. trials. 
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? a "AE ing * eſp off in their trial to perſon, wherein there 2 


manifeſt corruption ; that all ſuch be ſharply rebuked, and 
if they continue therein that they be d poſed. 

And if any be found a ſeller of the ſacraments, that 
Be be depoſed fimpliciter : and ſuch as collude with flan. 
derous perſons in diſpenſing and over ſceing them for mo- 


ney, incur the like puniſhment. That every miniſter le 


charged to have a ſeſſion eſtabliſhed of the meeteſt men in 
his congregation, and that diſcipline firike not only upon 
groſs fins, ar whoredom, bloodſhed, G56. but upon fins re- 
pug nant to the word of God, as blaſphemy of God, banning, 
prophaning of the” ſabbath, diſobedient to parents, idle, 
unruly ones without calling, drunkards, and ſuch like do- 
boſhed men, as make not conſcience of their life and ruling 
'of their families, and ſpecially of education of their chil- 
dren, lying, ſlandering and backbiting, and breaking of 
promiſes ; and this to be an univerſal order throughout 
the realm, c. and ſuch like as are negligent herein, and 
continue therein after admonition be depoſed. . 
+, That none falling in public flanders, be received in their 


Felleauſhip of the kirk, except his miniſter have ſome ap- 


arance and warrand in conſcience, that he hath beth & 
feeling of fin, and apprehenſion of mercy, and for this e 
fect, that the miniſler travel with him by doctrine and 
private inſtruction to bring him hereto, and ſpecially in 
the doctrine of repentance, which being neglected, the 
public place of repentance is turned in a mocking. * 
Dilapidation of benefices, dimitting of them for favour 
or money, that they become laick patronages, without ad. 
viſe of the kirk, and ſuch like interchanging of benefices, 
by tranſaction and tranſporting of themſelves by that occa- 
fron, without the knowledge of the kirk, preciſely to be pu · 
niſhed : Such like, that y Me of takes without the con- 
ſent of the aſſembly, be bunt ed according to the acts 
and that the dimitters in favours for money, or otherwiſe 
— the effect above written, be puniſhed as the Dilapi. 
ator s. NS INS 
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depoſed. 


1 
| Corruption in their Perſons and Lives, 


Hat ſuch as are light and wanton in their behaviour, 

as in gorgeous aud light apparel, in ſpeech, in uſing. 
light and prophane company, unlawful gaming, as dan- 
cing, carding, dicing and ſuch like, not beſteming the 
gravity of a paſtor, be ſharply and gravely reproved by the 
presbyterie, according to the degree thereof, and eontinu - 
ing therein aſter due admonition, that he be deprived, as 
Handerbus to the goſpel. 

That miniſters being found ſwearers or banners „Pro- 
pbaners of the ſabbalb, drunkards, fighters, guilty of all 
theſe or any of ihm, be depoſed ſimpliciter and fuch lite; 
tiars, detradters, flatterers, breakers of promiſe, brawlers 
and quarrellers, after admonitior continuing therein, in- 
car ihe ſame puniſhment. ek Hack 

That min ters given io unlawful and incompetent trader 
and occupations ſor filthy gain, as holding of ofteries, ta- 
ting of ocker befide conſcience and good laws, and bearing 
worldly offices in noblemen and gentlemens houſes, merchan= 
diſe and ſuch like, buying of vittuais, and keeping to the * 
dearth, and all ſuch worldly occhpations as may difir ct 
them from their charge, and may be flanderous to the paſs 
zoral calling, be admoniſhed and brought to the act noau- 
leging of their fins, and if they continue therein, to'be 

That miniſters not reſident at their flocks, be depoſed 
aceording to the acts of the general aſſembly, and laws of. 
the realm, otherwiſe the burthen to be laid on the presby= 
teries, and they to be cenſured therefore. Ae Fs > 

. That the aſſembly command all their members, that none 
of them await on the court and affairs thereof, without 
the advice and allewange of their prestyterie. Item, T hat 
they intend no action civil without th: ſaid aduce, except 
in {mall matters, and fur remedying the neceſſity, that ſums 
miniſters hath to enter in plea of law, that remedy be cras 
ved, that ſhort proceſs be deviſed, to be uſed in miniſte, s 
actions, 1 


That miniſters take ſpecial care in -uſing godly exerci =>. 
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in their ſamiliet, in teaching of their wives, children, 
and ſeruants, in uſing ordinary prayers and , cading of 


feriptures, in removing of offenſive perſons aut of their fa- 


milies and ſuch like other points of godly converſation, and 


good example, and that they at the viſe: tion of their kirkr, 


try the miniſters families in heſe points ſoreſaid, and ſuch 
as are found negligent in theſe points foreſaid, after due 
admonition, ſhail be adjudged unmeet to govern the houſe 
of God, according to the rule of the apoſtle. 2 2 

- That miniſters in all c:mpanies flrive to be ſpiritual and 
profitable, and to talk of things pertaining opus as 


namely of ſuch as may firengihen us in Chriſt, inſtruct us 


in our calling, of the means how to have Chriſt's kingdone 
better eſtabliſed in our congregations, and to know how 
the goſpel flouriſheth in our flocks, and ſuch like others the 
bindrances, and the remeeds that we find, Ge. wherein 
there is manifold corruptious both in our companying with 
ourſelves and with others, and that the contraveener 
thereof b: tried, and ſharply b: rebuked, 5 
That ns miniſter be found to countenance, procure, or 
aſſiſi a public offender challenged by his own miniſter, for 
his public offence, er to bear with him, as though his mi- 
niſter wer: too ſevere upon him, under the pain of admo - 


__ witicn and rebuking. 


_ 


AR anent Appellations. Aug. 30. 1639. 


HE Aſſembly appointed that in all time hereafter, 
1 no appeliations ſhould be, leaping over either 
preſbyterie or ſynod, but to afcend by degrees as from 
the kirk ſeſſion to the preſbyterie, or from the prefby* 
terie to the ſynod, and from the ſynod to the general 


| aſſembly, except it be after the ſynod be paſt, and im- 


mediately before the general aſſembly, or in the time 


thereof, and renews all former act made to this effect. 


Act anent Miniſters Cutechi ſing, and Family E. xercifer, 
FFP = 
; FRE aſſembly conſidering thai the long waited-for 
a; 4 fruits of che goſpel, ſo merciſully _ planted, and 
er r Pa eres 


* 


* . 


ba ER. 41 Che 


preſerved in this land, and reformation.of ourſelye and“ 
families, ſo ſolemnly vowed to God of late in-onreos 


venant, cannot take effect, except the knowiege ind. 
worſhip of God be carried from the pulpit to every H. 
mily within each pariſh, hath therefore appointed that 


every miniſter, beſides his pains on the Lord's day, * 


ſhall have weekly catechiſing of ſome part of the paroch 
and not altogether caſt over the examination of the pee» 


ple, till a little before the communion. Alſo, that in 


every family the worſhip of God be erected where it is 


not both morning and evening, and that the children 


and ſervanis be catechiſed at home by the malter of the 
families, whereof account ſhall be taken by the miniſter 
and elders aſſiſt ing him in the viſitation of every family; 
and leſt they fail, that viſitation of the kirks be ſeriouſly 
followed by every preſbyterie for this end among others, 
The execution and ſucceſs whereof being tried by the 
ſynods, let it be repreſented to the next general al- 
ſembly. 6 I 


Act anent the chuſing of Kirk Seſſions, Seſſ. 5, Aug. r. 

Nent the queſtion moved to the aſſembly, concern< 
A ing the election of kirk ſeſſions, the aſſembly or- 
dains the old ſeſſion to elſect the new ſeſſion both in 
burgh aad land. And that if any place ſhall vaik in the 
ſeſſion choſen, by death or otherwiſe, the preſent ſeſſion 


ſhall have the election of the perſon to ſill the vacant 


room. . 28 ; 
4 againſt ſlandering of Miniſters, Seſſ. 13. Aug. 6. 
5 „ | | 


HE G-neral Aſſembly conſidering the malice of 
1 vers perſons in railing calumnies and ſcandals 
again t miniſters, which is not only injurious to their 
perions, and di creditable to the holy calling of the 
2 but doth alſo prove often a great piejudice 
ind hindrance to the promovinz ef the goſpel: do 


5 C3 therefore 


o 
— 2 — 


eaten. tec 2 a 
* r ** rn . * N + q 
— 1 * b 4 - - 4 1 
o N * 


118 111 | 
therefore ordain 22 and ſynods to proceed di- 
lipevtly in proceſs againſt all perſons that ſhall reproach 
or Kandal miniſters with the cenſures of the kirk, even 
to rde higheſt, according as they ſhall find the degree 
or quality of the ſcandal deſerve. 


AR againſt Maſters who have Servents that prophans the 
Lord Day. Seſſ. 11. Ang. 14. 1643. 


HE General Aſſembly declares, that the 4&s made 

againſt Salmond fiſhing upon the ſabbath, or a- 

painſt any other labour upon the Lord's day, to be not 

only againſt ſervants who actually work, but alſo that 

the ſamine ſhould be extended againſt maſters whoſe hi- 
red ſervants they are. 


Act concerning diſſenting Voices in Presbyteries and Synods. 
Ce EA = 1645. 


HE Aſſembly thinks.it neceſſary, if any member 
of presbyteries or ſynods ſhall find in matters de- 


pending before them, that the moderator ſhall refuſe to 


put any thing of importance to voices; or if they find 
any thing carried by plurality of voices to any deter- 
mination which they conceive to be contrary to the 
word of God, the acts of aſſembly, or to the received 
order of this kirk, that in either of theſe caſes they urge 


their diſſent to be marked in the regiſter, and it that be 


refuſed, that they proteſt as they would defire to be free 
of common cenſure with the reſt ; and the aſſembly de- 
clares the diſſenters to be cenſurable, if their diſſeat 
| ſhall be found otherwiſe nor they conceived, 


V 


land. This preſent aſſembly diſcharges the ſame in 


—y 


Act agairfi Lykwakes. 1645. 


Hereas the corrupt cuſtom of lykwakes hath foſ- 
tered both ſuperſtition and profanity through the 


time coming, and appoints presbyteries to take ſpecial 


"care for trying and cenſuring the tranſgreſſors of m7 
A 


act within their ſeveral boungs. 
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AA recommending to Seffons to have the. printed Atts of 


HE General Aſſembly, conſidering how neceſſary 
| it is, that every ſeſſion in a pariſh have the acts 
of the aſſembly for their uſe, doth therefore ſeriouſly re- 
commend to every pariſh and ſeſſion, to buy the printed 
acts of the aſſembly, and ordains presbyteries to crave 
acccunt hereof from every miniſter, before their going to 
provincial afſcmblies ; and likewiſe, that every provin- 
cial aſſembly crave account from presbyteries in their 
trials, if every ſeſſion be fo provided, and that they try 
* diligence of presbyteries and miniſters uſed for that 
effect. | 1 


Act diſcharging promiſcuous Dancing. Seſſ. 18. july 19. 
1649. N 


HE Aſſembly finding the ſcandal and abuſe that 
ariſes through promiſcuous dancing, do therefore 
inbibite and diſcharge the ſame, and do refer: the cen- 
| fare thereof to ſeveral presbyteries, recommending it 
to their care and diligence... | | 4 


AQ concerning Catechiſing. Sell. 30. July 30. 1649. N 


7 HE General Aſſembly taking to their ſerious con · 

I fideration the great darkneſs and ignorance where - 
in a great part of this kingdom lieth, together with the 
late ſolemn engagement, to uſe all means for remedy 
thereof, do ordain every miniſter, with afliſtance of the 

- elders of their ſeveral kirk ſeſſions, to take courſe, that 
in every houſe where there is any who can read, there be 
at leaſt one copy of the ſhorter and larger Catechiſm, 
Confeſſion of Faith, and Directory for Family Worſhip, 

And do renew the act of aſſembly Auguſt 30. 1639..for 

a day of weekly catechiſing, to be conſtantly obſerved 4 

in every kirk; and that every miniſter ſo order their Y 

- catethietic queſtions, as thereby the people (who do not 1 
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,conveen all at one ti me but by turns unto that exerciſe) 
may at every dyet have the chief heads of ſaving know- 
lege in a ſhort view preſented unto them, and the aſſem 
by conſidering that notwithſtanding of their former act, 

_ " thele dyets of weekly catechifing are much lighted and 
neglected by many miniſters throughout this kingdom, 
© do therefore appoint and ordain every presbytery to take 
trial of all the miniſters within their bounds once at leaſt 

in the half year, whether they be careful to keep weekly 
dyets of catechiſing; and if they ſhall find any of their 


number negligent berein, they ſhall admoniſh for the | 


* ficſt fault, and if after ſuch admonition they ſhall not a- 
mend, the presbyterie for the ſecond fault ſhall rebuke 
them ſharply, and if after ſuch rebuke they do not yet 
. amend, they ſhall be ſuſpended. . | 


Directory for Election of Miniſlers. 1649. 


; HEN any place of the miniſtry in a congregation 
VVV igyacant, it is incumbent to the presbyterie with 
all diligence to ſend one of their number to preach to 
that congregation, who in his doctrine is to repreſent 
to them the neceſſity of providing the place with a qua- 
lified paſtor, and to exhort them to fervent prayer and 
ſopplication to the Lord, that he would ſend them a 
paſtor according to his own heart : as alſo he is to ſig- 
nify that the presbyterie out of their care of that flock 
will ſend unto them preachers whom they may hear, 
and if they have a deſire to hear any other, they will 
_- endeavour to procure them an hearing of that perſon or 
perſons upon the ſuit of the elders to the presbyterie. 
2. Within ſome competent time thereafter, the pres- 
byterie is again to ſend one or more of their number 
io the ſaid vacant congregation, on a certain day ap- 
pointed before for that effect, who are to conveen and 
hear ſermon the foreſaid day, which being ended, and 
. Ingimation being made by the miniſter that they are to 


280 about the election of a paſtor for that congregation, 


the ſeſſion of the congregation ſhall meet and proceed to g 
. the election, the; aclion being moderated by bim thazy$ 
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and if the Bens al jon the RIOT 
of the RE a upon by the ſeſſion, acquieſce a 
- conſent to the ſaid — then the matter being re- 
ported to the presbyterie by r he | 
_ ſeſſion, they are to proceed to the trial of the 
thus elected, and finding him qual fied, to admit hj 
the miniſtry in the ſaid congregation. | 
3. But if it happen that major part of the eon 
tion diſſent from the perfor agreed upon by the 4 


2 | 


in that caſe the matter ſhall be brought unco the presby- 


terie, who ſhall judge of the ſame; and if they do not 
find their diſſent to be grounded on cauſleſs prejudices, 
they are to appoint a new election in manner above 
ſpecified. 

4. But if a leſſer — of the gelen or congregation 
ſhew their diſſent from the election without exceptions 
relevant and-verified to the presbyterie, notwithſtanding 
thereof the presbyterie ſhall go en to the trials and ordi- 


nation of the perſon elected, yet all poſſible diligence 


2 .impiety and prophaneneſts; yet the open outbreak gs 
of wickedneſs are not reſtrained, but God is oy Gul. 
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and tenderneſs muſt be uſed to bring all parties to an 
harmonious agreement. 

5. Itis to be underſtood, that no perſon under the 

cenſure of the kirk, becauſe of any ſcandalous offence is 

to be admitted to have hand in the election of à miniſter. 

6. Where the congregation is diſaffected and malig- 


- nant, in that caſe the presbyterie is to Dart ap them | 
with a miniſter, 


AR againſt Prophaneneſs- Edinburgh Jan. 11. Pol mo- 
N ridiem. Seſſ. 8. 1697. 


HE General Aſſembly of this donut FRY ta- 
king to their moſt ſerious conſideration, that not- 
* of the weighty commands, and dreadful! 
threatenings contained in the ſcriptures of truth, ànd 
the many laudable chriſtian laws of this nation, and the 
act of the general aſſemblies of this church againſt: 


DET Ing the profeſſion of _— nity 


edited 


3b 
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diſcredited, and the pernicious infection of ill example 
gdiffeminated and ſpread abroad, by the abounding ſcan- 
dals of prophane and idle ſwearing, curſing, ſabbath- 
breaking, prophane withdrawing from, and contempt 
of goſpel ordinances: yea, oppoſing the diſpenſing of 
them by hindering the planting of churches, and diſ- 
couraging the endeavours of others, for calling and fix- 


ing a faithful goſpel miniſtry among them, mocking of 


piety and religion, and the exerciſes thereof, fornica- 


tion, adultery, drunkenneſs, exceſſive tipling, deiſm, 


blaſphemy, and other groſs abominable fins: And 
whereas, not only did the general aſſembly by their a&, 
April 16. 1694. recommend to all miniſters and kirk 
ſeſſions, carefully to apply to the ſeveral magiſtrates of 
their bounds, for putting the acts of parliament againſt 
prophaneneſs in execution 5 but likewiſe, this current 
parliament hath by their acts entituled againſt prophane- 
neſs, June 15. 1693. June 28. 1695. and October 9. 
x696. declared that miniſters, kirk ſeſſions and preſby- 


teries, ſhall, by themſelves or others in their name, have 


good intereſt to apply for, and purſue the execution of 
the laid acts; and albeit execution is ordained to paſs at 


the inſtance of any perſon whatſomever, yet it being 
eſpecially incumbent upon miniſters and church judica- 
tories to hold hand thereto, therefore that this national 


aſſembly may not be wanting to their duty, in contri- 
buting their utmoſt endeavours for bearing down and 
puniſhing of all immorality and wickedneſs, they do in 
the firſt place, in the awe and dread of the great God, 
who will not hold them guiltleſs that break any of his 
commandments, beſeech, warn, and obteſt all the peo- 


ple of this church and nation, to break off their fins by 


repentance, and ſeriouſly in the fear of the Lord, to 
apply themſelves to a ſober, conſcientious, chriſtian and 
circumſpect walk in all manner of converſation as be- 


comes the profeſſors of the glorious goſpel, of the bleſ- 


Jed God, and of that religion which is pure and unde- 


filed, and as they would not incur the heavy diſplea ſure 


and juſt indignation of the holy one, in being excluded 
for ever from ſeeing his face in peace, and pull * 
Aelintsle. 5 is 
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kis temporal judgments upon themſelves, and upon ibe 
land. And nex they do require ali the miniſters of 
this church, freely ard fiith:u]ly to preach againſt the 
ſoremen:ioned enormous fins, as the crying fins of the 
time, that people may be brought to a conviction. and 
tenſe of their hainou'neſs and danger, and may refrain,. 
not only for fear but from conſcience. And farther 
they do appoiut, that preſbyterĩies and kirk ſeſſions do 
faithtully and impartially xerciſe church - diſcipline as. 
gainſt all uch ſcandalous offenders, and uſe all ſuitable 
means in dealing with their conſciences to bring them 
to unfeigned repentance and reformation, and they ieri- 
ouſly recommend to miniſters and members of kirk ſeſſi- 
ons, from a true zeal for God, to hold hand to the de- 
lating, in forming againſt, and puniſhing of all prophane 
tranſgreſſurs, wichout reſpe of perſons, by civil pun- 
iſnments, con orm to the acts of parhament made in 
that behalf, and that they record their diligence in their 
ſeſſo:: books, that the ſame may be ſeen by their pres- 
by teries, who are hereby required to make - enquiry 
therein at their viſitations ; and leaſt any may be found 
backward in performing their reſpective duties, from an 
unwilling neſs to diſpleaſe or diſobl ge perſons of note, 
who may happen to be guilty; the general aſſembly ear - 
neſtly exhorts all miniſters ad elders, and all chriſtians 
to remember that in this matter they have to do with 
the great and terrible God, whofe honour is to be pre- 
ferred, and whole wrath is to be feared before all other 
conſiderations whatſomever; and the overture, that 
whatever miniſter or member of ſeſſion be found faulty, 
in neglecting to purſue the foreſaid ſcandals in their 
ſtations, the ſaid miniſter or member of ſeſſion be com- 
plained of, and cenſured by the preſbyterie for the firſt 
fault, and that the cenſure be recorded; and that the 
ſecond negligence be delated to, and cenſured by the 
ſynod ; and that for the third neglect they, be cenſured 
by the ſynod with ſuſpenſion, to be recorded in the ſy- 
nod regiſter, and albeit the general aſſembly hath full 
confidence in the integrity and zeal of all honeſt cbri- 
ſtian magiſtrates, and that they will with firmneſs and 
f reſolution 
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. peſolation, make a A obligations of their 
office, and faithfully diſcharge the truſt committed ta 
them by God, and the ſupreme authority of this nation, 
yet becauſe a ſlackneſs or backwardneſs may fall out in 
fome particular places, and there hath been hitherte a 
molt lamentable defectiveneſs, in putting the laws a- 
gainſt prophaneneſs to execution, and ſome have refu. 
ed to give deputations and commiſſions for that end to 
perſons who have been duly nominated and preſented to 
them; therefore the general aſſembly doth recommend 
to each miniſter or kirk ſeſſion, who ſha'l find cauſe to 
complain of a magiſtrate for vegligenee in executing the 
aid laws, or for refuſing deputation and commiſſion to 


ſoch perſons as are duly elected and preſented to them 


(from paroches, where there is no ordinary magiſtrate 
reſiding) conform to the abovementioned a& of parlia- 
ment, October 9. 1696. that they acquaint their preſby- 
ter es therewith, and that the faid preſbytery having 
uſed all previous means in dealing with the conſciences 
of the ſaid magiſtrate, without any good effect, do with 
the kirk agent thereafter purſue the ſaid negligent or 
refractory magiſtrate before the Lords of council or ſeſ- 
Hon, according to the foreſaid acts of parliament. And 
laſtly, that theſe preſents be read in all churches within 
this kingdom twice a year from the pulpit, to wit, upon 
the firlt ſabbaths after Whitſunday and Martinmas 
Act againſt Abuſes at Lykwakes, Penny Brydali. and 
©. promiſcuour Dancing. Eadem Sell. 1701. 


x General Aſſembly did, and hereby do revive 
the acts of the general aſſembly, 1645. againſt 
Tykwakes, as allo the acts of the ſaid aſſembly for re- 
raining abuſes at penny-brydals, and likewiſe the act 
of the general aſſembly 1649, diſcharging promiſcuous- 
dancing, and appoints the ſaid acts to be read in church - 
es before the congregation, and that ſynods enquire at 
preſbyteries concerning their diligence anent the obſer- 
ation of the ſaid acts, and recommends to preſdyreries 
. Ty to 


Fatio 


it 
29 K 


” 
** 
* 


4 


* 45 1 SHER pr” 1 
to have thelr thoughts upon what further may be nece(- 
 fary for ſuppr ſling and preventing abuſes at foch occa- 


Gons, ard give their opinion thereanent to the nexy 
general aſſembly. | e 


Act concerning the Method and Form of Procedure of Ju · 

-  dicatories o/ the Church againſt ſcandalous Per ſoni, 
Edinburgh, April 4. 1705. Seſf 6. fi 
ITH reſpe& to ſcandals, the grofſnefs wherecf 
W makes it neceſſary to bring the perſons guilty 
oftner than once before the congregation. The general 


aſſembly does here appoint ano ordain, that after ſach 


perſons are convict before the ſeſſion, it be judicially des 
clared to them, that they have rendered themſelves un- 
capable of communion with the people of God in ſealing 
ordinances, and that they be appointed to appear in 
public to be rebuked for their fin, whether they appear 
penitent or not, conform to the inſtitution, 1 Tim. 5. 
20. Andit is hereby referred to the reſpective judics- 
tories of the church concerned, to determine how oft 
ſuch delinquents ſhall appear in public, as they ſhall find 
it to tend moſt for edification. And the general aſſem+ 
bly ordains, that after a public rebuke, the miniſters 
and elders be at farther pains in inſtructing the minds of 
the ſcandalous perſons, if ignorant, in endeavouring to 
convince their conſciences, and to bring them to a due 
ſenſe of their fin, and to an engagement and ſerious rer 
ſolution againſt all known fin. and to the performances 
of all known duty, and that the ſeſſion upon ſatisfaction 
with their knowlege and ſenſe of their fin, do admit 
them to the public profeſſion of their repentance, in or- 
der to abſolution ; but if after taking-pains on them 
for ſome competent time tor their inſtruction and con» 
viction, they ſtill remain groſly ignorant, in ſenfible and 
unreformed, the miniſters and elders are to adviſe with 
the preſbytery of the bounds, and if the preſbytery ſhalt 
ſee cauſe; that then the ſentence of leſſer exconimuni- 

cation be publicly pronounced againſt them in face of 
the:congregation, from which they are not to be re- 


* | laxed, 


LI 5 
Taxes, nor admitted to make public profeſſion of their 
repentance in order thereto, till the ſeſſion be ſatisfied 
with their knowlege, ſeriouſneſs and reformation. And 
laſtly, the general aſſembly ordains that the names of 
ſuch as are under the foreſaid cenſure of leſſer excom- 
munication, be publicly read out, the Lord's day imme- 
diately preceding that upon which the ſacrament of the 
Lord's {upper is to be adminiſtred. | 


Act againſi Prephanation of the Lord's Day. Edinburgh, 
| April 10. 1705, Seſſ. 12. 


THE General Aſſembly taking to their ſerious con- 

ſideration the great prophanation of the Lord's 

day, by multitudes of people vaging idly upon the 
ſtreets, in St. Anne's Yard, and the Queen's park, and 
in divers places of the Welt Kirk Paroch, and on the 
Links of Leith, and other places, eſpecially about E- 
dinburgb, and that by perſons of all ranks, many 
whereof.are ſtrangers, as the ſame hath been repreſent - 
ed to them by the commiſhoners from the preſbytery at 
Edinburgh, in the name and by the appointment of that 
preſbytery, and conſidering alſo what hath been repre- 
ſented by ſeveral bretbren anent the prophanation of the 
Lord's day in other places of the nation by unneceſſary 
travelling and otherways ; and the general aſſembly be- 
ing deeply ſenſible of the great diſhonour done to the 
holy God, and of the open contempt of God and man, 
manifeſted by ſuch heaven-daring prophaneneſs, to the 
expoſing of the nation to the heavieſt judgments, there- 
fore' they do, in the fear of God, earneſtly exhort all 
their reverend brethren of the miniſtry, and other offi» 
ccrs of the church, to contribute their utmoſt endeavours 
in their ſtations, for ſuppreſſing ſuch groſs prophanation 
of the Lord's day, by a vigorous and impartial, yet pru- 
dent exerciſe of the diſcipline of the church, and by 
holding hand to the execution of the laudable Jaws of 
the n.tion againſt the puilty, in ſuch way and m nner 
as is allowed and required by law ;* and becauſe the con- 
currence and aſſiſtance of the civil gavernment will be 
N 5 | _ abſolutely 


| 1 =, 0 
abſolutely neceſſary for the better curbing and reſtrain. 
ing this crying fin; the general aſſembly do hereby 
appoint their commiſſion to be nominate by them, to 
addreſs the Right Honourable the Lords of her Majeſty's 
privy council, that their Lordſhips may be pleaſed to 
give ſuch orders, and take ſuch courſes for reſtraining 
thoſe abuſes, as they in their wiſdoms ſhall judge moſt 
effectual. * 


OvERTuREs of the General Aſſembly 1756. 


| 
CONCERNING THE 


Diſcipline and Method of Proceeding in Kirk Seſſi- 
ons and Preſbyteries of the Church of Scotland. 


$ of the Conſtitution of this Judicatory. 


1.7 J RIS judicatory being the loweſt, and which is. 
in every pariſh, conſiſts of one miniſter or t wo 
and a competent number of ruling elders, and the dea - 
cons of that pariſh and church are to be preſent, and 
| have a decilive vote only in matters belonging to their 


own office, having attending them a clerk and a beadle. it 


2. All the elders of that church or pariſh, or mem- 
bers of the ſeſſion, and ought to attend all the meetings 
thereof, it nat being a judicatory made up of de- 
legates. ﬀ | | | 

3. If there be hut one miniſter there, he is moderator 
ex officio, and conſtant out of neceflity. 7 

4. Tho? an elder being once ſo ordained, makes him 
to be ſo during life, unleſs he be cenſured with depoſi · 
tion or demit his office, and the demiſſion accepted by a 
Judicatory, yet where there are plenty of perions fit to 
be elders, and plenty of elders, the aQual (exerciſe — 


% 


” > 


1 
| the office as to conſtant attendance on che ſeſſion, cc. 
may de limited for a time, and others take their turn: 
When an elder changes his refidence, he may officiate 


as an elder in that pariſh where he comes to, if duly 
called thereto by the kirk ſeſſion, who are to intimate 
his name to the people, and have their tacit cenſent 
thereta, but no otherways: Annual elections ought to 
be reQified, and that new elections of elders, expreſt in 


_ caſes of great neceſſity, ſhould only be within the com- 
- ., paſs of four years, and that eſpecially in burghs where 


there are plenty of perions to chuſe upon. 


$ of the Election and Conſlituting of Elders and Dea- 


Cons. 


E * caſe there be no elderſhip in the pariſh, the elec- 
tion is to be managed by the preſbytry, by a liſt 
given in to them, made up by the heads of families, out 
of which the preſbytry (if the church be vacant) is to 


try and elect, and if planted, the miniſter with the pres- 


byteries aſliſtance. - | 
2. Even where there is a miniſter and elders in a con- 
gregation conſtituting a ſeſſion, there may be need of 


more elders to ſupply the places of ſome who may be i 


removed by death or otherwiſe. | 
3. It doth moſt particularly belong to the ſeſſion, to 


look among the maſters and heads of families, and 


others, (they not being menial ſervants) for ſome per - 
ſons fit to be elders, being ſuch as are of greateſt pru- 
dence, gravity and intereſt in the pariſn. 
4. Theſe ordinarily may be expected to be beſt had 
from amongſt the deacons of the pariſh, the qualificatis 
ons of that office not only fitting much for this, but the 
experience deacons have by being preſent at the ſeſſion,” 
you a further fittin of them for the office of an 
elder. | | 2 


* $«:It-will ſall out, that ſometimes it will be fit and 


» 
* 


ty 


neceſſary that the miniſter and preſent elders do, in a 
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diclom of the n heads of families, 
and of. theſe quarters of the congregation to which the ä 
elders wanting belonged, thereby to prevent the elders 
naming and bringing to public theſe perſons, who may 
be unacceptable where others can be had, and the 
edification of the congregation would therein be ſtudied: - 
6. When the kirk ſeſſions have agreed on the nomi- 
nation wherein they would endeavour to be unanimous, 
the perſons nominated are to be ſpoken to, and dealt * 
with to accept of the office before their names be brought” - 
in public, wherein great tenderneſs and earneſtneſs © 
would be uſed, it being frequent with many modeſt and 
moſt fit perſons, to be moſt hardly and difficultly pre- 
vailed with. | OD  'Y 
7. Tho' it may be ſuppoſed that none will be named 
to this purpoſe but ſuch who will be of competent know - 
lege, yet examination and trial would be taken of his 
knowlege, in the grounds and principles of religion, in 
caſes of conſcience, and about the government, difci- - 
pline of the church, and duties of elders, and that be- 
fore the ſeſſion, or two or three elders. | | 
8, When there is hopes of ſucceſs therein, if the ſaſ- 
ſion judge it fit, the miniſter on the Lord's day after 
forenoon ſermon, is to intimate to the congregation, the 
neceſſity of more elders, and the ſeſſions nomination, 
and may deſire any perſon that hath any objections - 
gainſt any of the perſons named, to make the ſame ei · 
ther to the ſeſhon or any member thereof, betwixt and 
ſuch a day. | E SM. . - 2 
9. When the day cometh wherein the objections are 
to be brought in, the ſeſſion muſt meet, and have the 
elect elders edict returned, (for which there is to bean 
interval of nine free days, as in other edicts) and the 
| | beadle is to intimate at the door; if there be any objec- 
* ters they may appear, if none, then the day is appoint- 
0 ed to admit theſe elders, and the miniſter is to be con- 
4 deſcended upon, whe is to admit them. | 2 
| A0. When the day is come, it were very fit the mi - 
"ro niſter chuſed to preach on ſuch-a ſubject as might relate 
is the work, ſhewing the duties of-clders,/ and-people” | - 
T to them. | | 
11. After ſermon is ended in the 


* 


forenoon, the mi- 
1 


£59053. 
ſet is to TRE oe people that he id mk iborrts 44. 8 
mit ſome more elders, and to tell them of 70 al the orderly 
tc] ps which they have taken de oor and that now 
1 nothing impedeth his going on. 
2᷑. Then the miniſter calling up the W er choſen 
. to be elders, by name, and they ſtanding together in 
ſome conſpicuous place, as conveniency wil allow, ate 
to be 417" dh. med concerning their orthodexy, and to 
be taken ſolemnly engaged to adhere to and maintain 
the doctrine, wh ipline, worſhip and government of the 
church, and to lay themſelves out, both by their exam- 
le and 1 in the office of elders, to ſuppreſs vice, cheriſh 
1 Piety; and exerciſe diſcipline faithfally and diligently.” 
12. Then (the elders choſen, ſtil ſtanding up) the 
WW miniſter is next by ſolemn prayer to ſet them apart in 
_ Verbis de prefenti. 

114. After prayer the minifter is to ſpeak to them now 
as elders, encouraging them to faithfulneſs, and threat- 
ening, if negligent. 2dly. He is to direct à word of 
- exhortation to the people, ſhewing them their duty to 
the elders, and exhorting them to obedience in the 
| Lord, and to ſtrengthen their elders hands. 


Talis mutandis. 
| $ Anent Marriage. 


\ UE caution would be uſed to obſerve the acts of 
20 the general aſſembly anent proclamation of Ba- 
nus, f and enquiry anent forbidden degrees, the perſong 
- defiring marriage, being fingle and free perſons, * 
aneat the conſent of all concerned. 


ile Aimiſion of Injants 4 Baptiſm. | jo 


\Hildren born within the ene of the viſible 
. church, of parents one or both, proſeſſi 8 the 
188 religion, have a right to baptim, HA, 
2. It bong the FUL of. chriſtian Parents to ver 
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15. The fame me tiod would be followed in the elec- · 
tlon and ordination of deacons, , that is in elders, mic 
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cheir children to God by baptiſm, and to covenant ſor 
their education in the faith of Chriſt; no other ſponſor 
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ig to be taken, upleſs the parents be dead or abſent, "of 4 
groſly ignorant, or under ſcandal not removed, ſuch be:. 
ing unfit to ſtand as ſponſors, in tranſacting a ſolem } 
- covenant with God, in which caſes the parent is to be 4 
rchuired to provide ſome fit perſon, and if it can be one 
related as a parent to the chiJd ſhould be ſpouſor. 
3. In caſe of children expoſed, whoſe baptiſm, 'aftef 
inquiry, cannot be known, the ſeſſion is to order the 
preſenting of the child to baptiſm, and the ſeſſion itſelf | 
is to ſee to the chriſtian education of the chijdQ. 
4. It were fit that the parent ſpeak to the. miniſter of 
the pariſh the day before the child be offered to baptiſco, 


$ Of Admifion to the Leds Table, and debarring 2 
„„ dee 2 60525 
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1. & Feing none ſhould be admitted to the Lord's table, : 
755 who are ignorant or ſcandalous, therefore they - , 
are to be prepared for it by chatechiſing, and inſtruction 

in the principles of religion in their younger years. Be- 
. fore the firſt admiſſion of any to partake thereof, mini- 


+. fters ſhould enquire into, and take trial of their know- 


lege of the principles of the chriſtian religion, and par- : 
ticularly of the nature, uſes and ends ot this ordinance - -/ 
of the ſupper. | es 
2. Due care alſo ought to be uſed, that none be ad · 
mitted to partake of the Lord's ſupper who are of a. 
ſeandalous life, and for this end the miniſter is to en- 
quire at, and conſult with the elders, eſpecially theſe of 
_-the bounds, whether they know that perſon be guilty 
of any {candal, and that they own and ſubmit to, ind 
crdinarily attend the ordinances of Chriſt, public ind 
private worſhip of God, and uſe” the other means of 
3. At the firſt admiſſion of any to the Lord's ſupper, 
-', Miniſters. ſhould put the perſon to be admitted in mind 
of their parents engagements ſor them in baptiſm, and 
put them explicitly and perſonally to renew their baptiſ- 


gem covenant, to be the Lord” 8, and to live pato him, 


and to. ſerye him all the days of their lues. 
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2 lege and ſenſe of their 


with their knowlege, ſcriouſgeſs and reformation, 0 


.* py 


„ SW 
4. When any who liveth.in one congregation defirs 
eth to partake of the Lord's ſupper, in a neighbour con- 
gregation, they may aud ought to be allowed the ſame, 
by reaſon of the communion of ſaints, if they bring 
ſufficient teſtimonials of their knowlege and converſation 


from the miniſter of their own pariſh, or from two elders 


in the abſence of the miniſter. | ; 

5. It were fit when any one removeth from one pariſh 
to another, that their teſtimonials bear account, whe- 
ther they have partaked oi the Lord's ſupper, and it 


were fit for this, that there were a record keeped of 


- theſe, who are admitted to the Lord's ſupper 


6. With reſpect to ſcandals, whoſe groſſneſs makes 


it neceſſary to bring the perſons guilty oftner than once 


before the congregation. It is overtured that after they 
are convict betore the ſeſſion, that it be judicially de- 
clared to them, that they have rendered themſelves un- 
capable of communion with the people of God in the 
N oh Lord, and that they are not to be allowed 
do be ſponſors themſelves in the baptiſm of their chil- 


dren, till the ſcanda! be removed; and that they be a p- 


pointed to appear in public to be rebuked for their fin, 
whether they appear pen tent or not, conform to the 
inſtitution, 1 Tim. 5. and 20. | | | 

J. Aſter a public rebuke, the miniſter and elders be 


at further pains in inſtructing the minds of ſcandalous 


perſons if ignorant, in endeavouring to eonvince their 
"conſcience, and to bring them to a due ſenſe of their 


fin, and to an engagement and ſerious reſolution againſt 
all known fin, and to the performance of all known duty. 


8 That the ſeſſion upon ſatisfaction with their knows 
f do admit them to the public 
profeſſion of their repentance in order to abſolotion. 
9. If after taking pains on them fer ſome competent 
time, for their inſtruction and conviction, they ſtill re- 


main groſly ignorant, inſenſible and unreſormed; the 


* 


ſentence of leſſer ex communication is to be publicly pro- 


nounced againſt them, from which they are not to be 


relaxed, nor admitteſ to make public profeſſion of their 
repentance in order there:o, till the ſeſſion be ſatisfied 


*. 
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{I Of the privy Cenſures in the Seſtont. 


1. TIN every kirk ſeſſion, there ought to be twice fk 
e the year privy cenſures (as they are called) of the 
members of the ſeſſion, | 1 
2. At the meeting preceding the ſame, all the mem- 
bers ſhould be warned to be punctually preſent chat 
day. | on EP 
* Seeing the miniſters undergo their privy cenſures 
in the preſbytery, and that generally there is but one 
miniſter in the ſeſſion, who muſt be moderator, there“ 
fore the miniſters are not to undergo this privy cenſure 
before the ſeſſion, but only the elders, deacons, clerk 
and beadles. | page 
4. The moderator of the ſeſſion is to cauſe the clerk 
read the roll of the members, and beginning at the be- 
ginning of the roll, they are one by one after another 
to be removed, and then the reſt of the members are by 
the moderator to be enquired, concerning the walk and 
converſation of the perſon removed, concerning his di- 
ligence and prudence in his ſtation, and whatever any 
have obſerved, and informed worthy the noticing, is 
freely, and with love and tenderneſs to be communi- 
_ cated, privy cenſures of the members of a ſeſſion, as allo 
of a preſbytery, if rightly managed, may be of great 
uſe, but we think our Lords rule in Matt. 18, is ſtrictly 
to be obſerved in this matter, ſo that no member or 
members of a ſeſſion or preſbytery, ſhould inferm theſe 
Judicatories of any thing againſt another member, until 
they have firſt given him private admonition or reproof, 
of a competent time before, and that has proven incf+ 
K : | „ 
FJ. The ſeſſion is to judge of all ir formations con- 
cerning the member removed, and as they judge him 
deſerving, either only the private admnnition, or reproof 
of the miniſter his been or any of the elders their a- 


lone, or of the moderator in name of the ſeſſion Coram. 
as the weight of the matter, the edification of the party, 
and comfort of the ſeſſion, or cougr gation . quireth, 
is to be done with all love, tenderneſs and freedom. 
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6. If nothing be wt needful to be amended but 
an account from all hands, of the faithfulnefs prudence 
and diligence of the member removed, then he is to be 
:-exhorted to go on, and encouraged; and God to be 
- bleſſed on his account. And the moderator when he is 
called in, to expreſs the ſeſſion ſatisfaftion and comfort 
* Wore... :;..' -- | | 
- 7, After all the elders have thus been removed one 
«after another, and each one after he hath been called 
in, and got the mind of the ſeſſion concerning him, and 
- ſet in his place, the deacons one after another are to un- 
dergo their cenſures, VVV 
8. Next after the deacons, the clerk of the ſeſſion is 
to be removed, and the members enquired concerning 
his carriage, and the ſeſſion books, and other regiſters 
of births, baptiſms and burials, would be ſeen to be ex- 
actly kept and put in readineſs for the preſbytery, when 
called for by them. | | 
9. The beadle or officer would likewiſe in the ſame 
manner be enquired after, and either admoniſhed or en- 
...couraged as need requireth. | 
10. Here alſo the kirk treaſurer's accompts may be 
taken in, and the whole ſeſſion put in mind (if need be) 
of all the duties of their charge, and of the rules of or- 
der, when met in judicatories. 


— — 


1 : 1 0 Mens 
Ji Method of proceeding in PRESBYTERIES. 
| 1. ls judicatory conſiſts of all the paſtors within 


the bonnds, and one ruling elder from each 
- pariſh therein who receives a commiſſion from the el- 
1 derſhip to be a member of tke preſbytery, and repreſent 
B them there till the next ſynod be over; thus twice a 
= | year there are new elections of the ruling elders. The 
as | number of pariſhes aſſociated in preſbyteries for their 
ws | mutual help, is determined by authority of the national 
ſynod, Dec. 17, 18. Art. 8. as the adjacency of the 


: . congregations, and the eaſineſs of travelling doth beſt 

allow. Where there are collegiate miniſters, that ſeſſi- 
on may ſend as many ruling elders, The directory for 

: government 
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government ſaith, that to perform any claſſical-at of 
goverument or ordinatioa, there ſhall be preſent, at 
leaſt, a major part of the miniſters of the whole claſſis. 
Preſbyteries ſhould meet every third week, and oftner 
if buſineſs require it, N i 
2 Every meeting of a preſbytery is to begin with a 
ſermon by one of the biethi en appointed formerly for 
that effect, upon a text aſſigned him by them except 
when probationers or intrants fupply the pulpit in their 
public trials. The half of the time allowed for this 
preſbyterial exerciſe is to be taken up n the explicatory 
and analytie part ot the text, and in anſwering textual 
and critical queſtions and defficulties ; this part of the 
work is called waking, and requires more eſpecially the 
gift of the doctor; the other half of the time allowed is 
to be taken up in raiſing of doctrines and obſervations 
from the text, and applying them in their ſeveral uſes, 
which laſt part is called adding, and it requires moye 
eſpecially the gift and neceſſarily the authority of the 
paltor, After the exerciſe is over, and the preſbytery 
conltitute, the cenſure of the exerciſe they have heard 
uſeth always to be their firſt work which may be done 
beiore them who had the exerciſe; befides this, the 
brethren of the preſbytery by the act of afſembly, Dec. 
17, 18. 1638. are to have ſome common head of doc- 
trine publicly diſputed in the preſbytery among the bre- 
thren, every firit preſbytery of the month, according to 
the act ot aſſ mbly holden at Dundee, 1598. Seſſ. 1. 
3. By the foreſaid act 1638, preſbyterial meetings are 
to be weekly, except in places tar diſtant, who betwee 
the fi ſt of October and fi ſt of April, are diſpenſed wich 
for meeting once in the fourteen days, Likewiſe that 
ad appoints all abſents to be cenſured, eſp: cially thoſe 
that ſhou'd exerciſe and add, according to the act of al+ 
ſembly 1592, April 24. A 3 
4 The preſbytery treats of ſuch matters as concern 
the particular churches within their bounds, as the ex- 
amination, admiſſion, ordination, and cenluting of mi- 
niliers; the licenſing of probationers, rebuking of groſs 
or contumacious ſinners; the directing of the cenſure of 
' excommunieation ;z the cognoſcing upon references and 
d th 5 bs SDS cn. bod 
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appeals from kirk eli 3 el reviſing and rectifying 
What hath been ill done or negligently omitted by them, 
àt their approving of the kirk ſeſſion books and records 


the anſwering of queſtions, caſes of conſcience, and 
ſolving of difficulties in doctrine or diſcipline, with pe- 


tions from their own or thoſe in other preſbyteries ; 


the examinirtg and cenſuring according to the word of 


| God, any erroneous doctrine, which hath been publicly 


or more privately vented within their bounds, and the 
'endeaveuring the reducing and converſion of any that 
Temain in error and ſchiſm; the appointing of viſitation 
of churches by themſclves as occaſion offers, or the pe- 
'Tambulation of pariſhes in order to their uniting or 1 
Joyning 3 all which are either concluded or continued 
farther conſideration, or referr'd to the ſynod, 


| F. By the 6th Chap. 11 Act of Aſſem. 1707. there 


are ſome proceſſes which natively begin at the kirk ſeſſion 
which for the atrocity of the ſcandal, or difficulty in 
the affair, or general concern ; the ſeſſion having fre- 
> won meetings of the preſbytery to have recourſe unto, 
do not determine of themſelves, ſuch as ſcandals of in · 
ceſt, adultery, trilapſe in fornication, murder, atheiſm, 
idolatry, witchcraſt, charming, hereſy and error venttd 


| = and made public by any in the congregation, ſchiſm and 


ſeparation from the public ordinances, proceſſes in or- 
der to the higheſt cenſure and continued contumacy. 
But proceſſes for all ſuch crimes and ſcandals, are to be 
referred to the preſbytery by an extract of their proce- 
dure thereanent ;' and when there is no confeſſion of the 
ſeandals above-mentioned, the ſeſſion is not ſo much as 
to proceed to lead probation by witneſſes or preſumpti- 


ons, till they be authorized thereto by the preſbyteries 


„ BER 


anſwer to their reſerence foreſaid. ee e ee 
6. When the proceſs is ſo clear, as in the caſe of a 
judicial confeſſion, then the kirk ſeſſion may ſummond 
the delinquent when before them apud aa, to'compear 
before the preſbytery: but where there is any difficulty, 


_ they ſhould firſt inform the preſbytery, and get their al- 


Jowance-before the party be ſummoned before them. 
7. When perſons eenſured for theſe groſſer ſcandals” 


do apply to the kirk ſeſſion for relaxation, they may 


both 
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CCC 
both be ely * a, and likewiſe their ne= * WB 
Kknowlegments heard before the ſeſſion, but they opghe " 
not to be brought before the congregation, in order 10 ö 
their abſolution, nor abſolved but by direction and or- 4 
der of the preſbyter x. ene 


in ſome caſes may ſend commilſion berg 


8. Preſby teries in on | 
to other preſbyteries, either to adviſe: them or to ſeek 
advice from them. By act of aſſembly, June 18, 1646, 
it is recommended, that a correſpondence be kept among 
preſbyteries conſtantly by letters, whereby they may be 
mutually aſſiſting to each other.. 150. Wat 

9. In every presbytery, at leaſt twice a year, on days 
for prayer, as ſhould be done in ſeſſions likewiſe, befor, 
each ſynod: there ought to be privy cenſures, whereby 
each miniſter is removed by courſe, and then enquiry is 
made at the paſtors and elders, if there be any known 

| ſcandal, fault or negligence in him, that it may be in a 

brotherly manner cenſured ; after the miniſters, the'pres- 

bytery clerk is to paſs theſe cenſures likewiſe. By the * 

6th Article of the 7th Chapter of the French church 

diſcipline, - at the end of the colloquies, amicable and 
brotherly cenſures ſhall be made, as well by the paſtors 
as by the elders, which ſhall be there preſent, of all 
things which ſhall be thought fit to repreſent unto them. 


Of parochial Viſitations by the Preibytery,” , 8 


1. D Ariſhes are viſited by presbyteries, either occaſi · 
onally, pro re nata, according to the weight ok. 
the emergent which doth require the viſitation, or ordi- 
narily and in courſe, whereby: every congregational. 
church is viſited once a year, Aſſem 1638. Seff. 23. 24. 
Art. 3. at leaſt this ordinary viſitation ſhould be going 
round all the pariſhes in order till they be viſited, — 
fore others be reviſited in ordinary: for by the roth. 
Ad of Aſſem. 1706. presbyterial viſitations of pariſhes. 
are to be frequent. ko oe 
2. The presbytery is to cauſe intimation to be mage 
ol their appointed day for the viſitation of that pariſh, 
by a brother of another conpregarion, from the Pulpits, 
immediately "after the forenoon's fermon, on the oo 
Ae A 
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bath, ten days preceding the day for the viſitation, res 
euiring the miuiſter ot the pariſh to preach at that time 

And place on his ordinary text, and ſummoning the he- 
retor s, elders, and whoie congr gation, to be preſent 
that day to hear ſermon; and thereafter, that the mini- 
ſter, heretors, elders, and heads of families, do attend 

the presbytery, to acqu int them with the ſtate of that 
Kirk and congregation in every point, and if any of them 
have certain knowlege of any thing amiſs in the mini- 
Her, elders, deacons, precenter, ſeſſion - clerk, ſchool - 
maſter, or beadal, that they do then acquaint he preſ- 
bytery therewith. 371 
3. The ſeſſion regiſters, together with a catalogue of 
the miniſters books, are to be pr: uuced to the presby- 
tery, before the viſitation, and given to two oi the fit» 
teſt brethren, and beſt acquainted with that miniſter and 
people to be ſeen and reviſed, and they to report at the 
_ viſitation, 1 5 5 5 e 
43᷑. Sermon being ended, and the presbytery eonſtitu - 
ted, the miniſter's doctrine he had in his ſermen. is firſt 
to be conſidered, as in the presbyteri l exerciſe. Then 
the Church Bible, Confeſſion of Faith, Acts of the Ge- 
'neral Aſſemblies, Acts and Proclamations againſt pro- 
faneneſs, and other acts and papers relative to the 
church, are all to be called for and produced before the 
pvesbytery. The viſitors of the ſeſſions regiſters, and 
_ Miniſters library are to make their report, The presby- 
tery at the entry on, the viſitation having removed the 
miniſter, are to cauſe read over their actings at the laſt 
viſitation, and ſee if what was then recommended or or- 
dered hath been made effectual, and take the excuſes of 
abſent elders and deacons therefrom, and if need be, to 
eall in any party for information ; if nothing ariſe from 
that, to divert the presbytery from the orderiy method, 
all parties being removed, the presbytery is to call in 
the ſeſſion viciim, and to enquire them concerning their 
miniſter; yea further, by the a& of aſſembly June 13, 
. $646. t viſitation of kirks, the elders, one by one, the 

, Felt being removed, are to be called in and examined 

upon oath concerning the miniſter's behaviour. © 


F. By the act of aſſembly 1596, ratified December 17, 
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be faithfully reprove ip, eſpecially ſuch as moſt prevail 
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18. 1638. at viſitation of kirks, the families of minifier = 
are to give an account, and to be tried concerning the ' 
good order and behaviour that they obſerve within their 
families, and ſuch as are found neglecters of family wor- 
ſhip, or inſtructing of all in their families, or ſuck as 
remove not thoſe who are offenſive therefrom,” ſhall af- 
ter due admonition be judged unfit to rule the hovſe of _ 
God For he ought to be one that ruleth well his own 
bhonſe, 1 Tim. 3 4. 5 3 
6. The queſtions to be enquired by a presbytery at 
the elderſhip concerning a miniſter may be theſe an 
ſuch like. 1. Hath your miniſter a goſpel walk and 


_ converſation before the people? And doth he keep fa- 
mily worſhip? And is he one who rules well bis own 


houſe ? Is he a haunter of ale-houſes and taverns? | Is 
he a dancer, carder or dicer ? Is he proud or vain glori> 
ous ? Is be greedy, or worldly, or an uſurer ? Is hecon- 
tentious, a brawler, fighter, or ſtriker? Is he a ſwearer 


ol ſmall or minced oaths? Uſeth he to ſay, Before Godt 


Js ſo, or in his eommon conference, I preteſt, or, I pro- 
teſt before Cod? Or, ſays he, Lord what is that, all 
which are more than Yea and Nay ? Is he a filthy ſpeaker 
or jeſter ? Bears he familiar company with diſaffecteq, 
prophanc or ſcandalous perſons? Is he diſſolute, prodi- 


gal, light or looſe in his carriage, apparel, or words? 


How ſpends he the ſabbath after ſermon ? Saw ye bim 
ever drink healths? Is he at variance with any? Is 
t here any that reproaches him? Or is he well beloved 
of all? And upon what ground is it that the variance or 


good liking of the poſe is? 2. Keeps he much at 


home at his miniſterial work? Or doth he occaſion, to 


"himſelf diſtractions, and unneceſſary diverſion therefrom ? 


Is he conſtant at his calling and ſtudies, or takes he but 
Pains at fits and ſtarts, ſuch as at faſts, communions, 
viſitations, &c ? Is Saturday only bis book day, or is 
he conſtant at his calling? 3. Doth he diſcountenance 


or diſcourage any that is ſeeking Chriſt ? Doth he preach 
| ſound doctrine, ſo far as ye can underfiand ? Doth he 


pron plainly, or is he hard to be underſtood for his 
cholaſtic term, matter or manner of preaching ? Doth 


1h 


e 1 
in the pariſn ? What time of day doth he ordimarily bes 
gin ſermon on the ſabbath? And whey doth he diſmiſs 
the people? Spends he too much time in his ſermon in 
repetition of what he had before? Doth he lecture and 
preach in the forenoon, and preach again in the after- 
noon on the Lord's day, and that both ſummer and 
winter? Doth he read a large portion of ſcripture in 
public, and expound the fame? Doth he proge Cates 
chetic doctrine ordinarily in the afternoon ? Fath hea 
week day's ſermon, and collections on theſe days? 
When the Lord, in his providence, is ſpeaking ex raor- 
dinary things, doth. he tye himſelf to his ordinary text, 
ox makes he choice of one more oppoſite and ſuitable to 
the diſpenſation ? Seeks he to preach Chriſt, his beauty 
and excellency, and to open up the power and life of 
godlineſs ? Endeavours he to diſcuſs caſes of conſcience, 
To let you know your ſpiritual ſtate what it is? 4. 
Doth he according to the act of aſſembly 1708 viſit the 
people and families, at leaſt onee a year in a miniſterial 
way, teaching and admoniſhing from houſe to houſe? 
And doth he viſit the fick when needful, and pray over 
them ? Doth he viſit them who, through age or ſickveſs, 
cannot come to the public worſhip ? Doth he labour to 
ſpeak to the ſiek ſuitably to their various inward condi- 
tions? Doth he not eſpecially viſit ſuch as be exerciſed 
in conſcience ? . Doth he viſit ſuch as are afflicted by death 
of children or other relations? Viſits he the widows, 
orphans and poor? If he be miniſter of a burgh, viſits 
de the priſoners? Is he not careful when he viſits fami- 
hes to confer with them in private, and pray with them, 
thereby learning the cafe of their ſouls, that ſo the doc- 
trine in public may the better meet with their conditi- 
on: 5. Doth he adminiſter the ſacrament of baptiſm 
in ani orderly way, when the congregation is conveened, 
or doth he it at any time privately ? Doth he add any 
' ward to, or alter the words of inſtitution ? 6. Doth he 
| Early catechiſe his pariſhioners, ard adminiſter the 
facrament of the Lord's ſupper to them? And is he care- 
ſul in keeping from that holy ordinance, all who are 


* known to be ſcandalous, gro y Ignorant or erroneous ? 
Ho oſten have ye:the»communion every year? Doth 
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he not begin to catechize A nine or ten 
years of age, and how cenſures he contemners of cates 
chizing ? What courſe is taken with contemners of the 
ord's ſupper upon frivolous pretences ? At the Lord's 
ſupper, doth he not cauſe cut the bread in large and fait 
ſhaves fit for mutual fraction and diſtribution, that as 
they give the cup to the neareſt aſſident, fo having bro- 
ken off a part of the bread with their hand for themſelves 
they give tue reſt to the perſon fitting neareſt them? Do 
your people all fit at the Lord's table? In the time of 

diſtribution, eating and drinking, is there any readin 

or ſinging of pſalms, or is there fence, and ſo time f 

meditation, except it be a ſhort, pertinent and awaken- 

ing word dropped by the paſtor? 9. Hath he 'a com- C 
petent number of eiders? And hath he deacons in the i 
pariſh diſtin from elders ? Doth he keep ſeſſional meets bY 
ings frequently? And is he impartial in the exerciſe of 
diſcipline againſt all offenders ? Is there frequent meet- 

. Ings of the members of ſeſſion, for faſting and prayer ac: 
cording to the act of aſſembly 1699 ? Doth he travel 

with public penitents in private to make them ſenſible oĩ 
their ſin, according to its circumſtances, and ſenſible of 
mercy, that the love of Chriſt may overcome the love 
of lin ? And then doth he abſolve them, when brought 
up to ſome ingenuous confeſſion and reſolution for the 
future? Doth he ever cenſure perſons for living idle, 
breaking of promiſe, ar for backbiting ? Doth he cenſure 
keepers of ſuperſtitious days? How doth he reſtrain a> 
buſes at penny bridals? Doth your ſeſſion meet weekly? 
Doth your miniſter coolzie any whom another brother 
hath in proceſs ? Or doth he carry any away partially; 
ſo that he may become popular? Doth he in ſeſſion a- 
ſame to himſelf a negative voice? When he is neceſlia- 
ted to leave his flock, doth he not acquaint the ſeſſion 
with it? 8. Is he careful to take away variances that 
fall out among families, and compoſe differences among 
particular perſons in the congregation. © - 
7. Aſter that the elders have anſwered to theſe or the 
like queſtions, then the heads of families are to be iu. 
terrogate in general concerning the lives and manners of 


the members of the ſeſſion: And the paſtor is to anſwet 
21 | more 
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| more particularly to theſe or the like queſtions. (r, 
18 your ſeſhon rightly conſtitute, and all the elders wy 
 deacons duly admitted according to the acts of aſſembly? 
(2.) Do they all attend goſpel ordinances and the die 
of the ſeſſion? (3.) Are they grave, pious and exem- 
plary in their lives and converſations ? Þo they worſhip 
God in their familjes ? Is any of your elders an ignorant 
man, a drinker of healths, a tipler, a drinker exceſſive- 
ly to drunkenneſs, a ſwearer, an obſerver of yule days, 
&c ? Is he one that obſerves not the ſabbath? Is he care- 
ful; to keep bis oath of admiſſion taken before God in 
face. of the congregation, not to delate or cenſure, but 
as edification requires? Do any of them work on ſolemn 
ſaſt or thankſgiving days? Is any of them a mocker of 
piety? (4.) Are they diligent, careful, and impartial 
in the exerciſe of their offices? Do the elders viſit the 
families within the quarter and bounds aſſigned to each 
of them? Are they careful to have the worſhip of God 
ſet up in the families of their bounds ? Are they careful 
in calling for teſtimonials from perſons who come to re- 
- {ide in the pariſh? Do the elders take all diſcipline upon 
- themſelves without the miniſter ? Or do they labour to 
carry things ſactiouſly, or by plurality of voices con- 
trary to God's word, and the laudable acts of the preſ- 
bytery, provincial, or general aſſemblies? (5.) Have 
the elders ſubſcribed the Confeſſion of Faith? And are 
they well affected to the government, worſhip and diſci- 


pline of this church ? (6. ) Have the elders and deacons 
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their diſtinct bounds aſſigned them for thelr particular 
inſpeRtion ? (7.) Does your ſeſſion always appoint ru- 
ling elders to attend preſbyteries and ſynods? (S.) Are 
the deacons faithful in their office, in collecting and di- 
ſtributing all the kirk - goods, and in having a care of the 
ſick poor? After all theſe queries are over, the miniſter 
and elders are to be ſeverally encouraged or admoniſhed 
.as the preſbytery ſees need. 741 LT 
8. n the precentor, ſchool-maſter, and clerk of 
_ x the. ſeſſisn, who in country congregations are ordinarily 
one and the ſame, and after them the beadles, bellman, . 
and church ſervants being removed, The e is to 
. enquire at the miniſter, ſeſſion and heads of Tamil $coh- 
V8 | | | cerning 


C > 
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cetning their converſation, fidelity and diligenee in their 
offices / and the presbytery is thereupon to proceed a 
the matter requires, hr Als ett e 


9. Aſter all theſe enquiries, the presbytery removing 
the heads oi families, the miniſter and elders are to be 
inquired concerning the congregation. (1.) Doth the. 
body of the people attend ordinances duly and timeouſly. 
and ſtay till the bleſſing be pronounced? Are they dili- 
gent in improving the means of knowlege, and are they 
growing therein? (2) Are they ſubmiſſive” to publie 
and private exhortations, and to the diſcipline and cen» 
ſure of the church, by admonitioas and reproofs as need 
requires? And do they by their words and actions ma- 
nifeſt a ſuitable reſpect to their miniſter and reſpettive 
elders? (3.) Are they careſul to educate their children 
and ſervants in the knowlege of God? What ſucceſa 
hath the goſpel and labours of miniſters and elders among 
them? What ſcandals, ſchiſms, hrreſies or diviſions are 
among them, and if on the growing hand? How do they 
obſerve the Lord's day? 5 1 
10 Then the miaiſter, heret-rs, ſeſſion, and heads of = 
families being preſent, the presbytery is to inquire after WH 
the ſtate of the church, as to its fabric, the ſeats therein 
and diviſion of the ſame, the church yard, dykes, the 
utenſils of the church, communion cups, cloaths, the 
miniſter's manſe if it be in repair, the gl-ve and ſtipend, 
the ſallary of the ſchool maſter, precentor, ſeſſion clerk 
and beadles, and how the communion elements are pro- 
vided, whether they be payed for out of the poor's mo- 
ney, and that when the communion is but celebrated 
once a year? Enquiry is to be made how mack the ſti- 
pend is, of what nature, how payed, and if there be a 
decree of locality for it? As alſo, about the Kate of 
the poor, whether there be any mortifications and lega- 
cies for them, or other pious uſes? And ho cheſe are 
| ſecured, and their intereſts payed and applied,” and how - 
they have been managed and imployed from time to time, 
Seſſ. 18. Aſſem. 1700. After the viſitation iss over, all 
. Parties are to be called in, and the moderator is to con- 
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x. F hath. been. the Jaudable- practice of this An 
4 4 leaſt once 4. year, (if the largeneſs of the pari 
inability, or other ſuch like do not bindet) 82. : 
ſer: to, viſit all the families in their patiſh, and oft- 
855 if the bounds be ſmall, and they able to perform it. 
: other reaſons. for theſe annual Yifitations of fa- 8 
5 11855 this may be one, that becauſe” by the order pre- 
ſcribed "by our Lord, Math: 18, there may be ſeveral 
oy known tc miniſters, elders. or neighbours, which 
| . keep back offenders: from partaking of the 
1 9 £64 yet it were diſorderly. and vnedifying . 
8 remove theſe oſſences in a public way; theſe viſitalions 
may fer ve to pur a congregatlon of ſuch privateſcandals.., 
1 2. Although in regard et the different circumſtances... 
4 of ſore pat miles, and perſons, much of the ma- 
3 . 'of 22 gk miſt be left to the prudence and. 
_ diſtrvtion of mini lters, in their feſpective overſi ights, yet 
theſe following directions are offered by aſſembiy 1708, 
April 27, as helps for the more uniform and ſucceſsful . 
management thereof, that it be not done in a flight and. 
ovetly manner, which ſuppoſeth the univerſal practice 
thereof through 21 ee, and that the total neglect | 
. ers may 'be 75 ured t hereſore as ſopinely negligent. 3 
| doch time of year 1 is to be choſen for miniſterial _ 
v tativg, La the Hes Which be viſits may be delt * 2 
Jeifare to meet with Pim, and if tbat time Thould happen. 
immediately After the Eolfiminion, then it is ſeaſon ©) 
| as” Mt t were, ta beat the tron. . while 3 it is pot. Timeo in 73 | 
| timation'1s to be mige ib them. of the viſiation';, and 
ile Acer of that bounds of t ag iſh which 18 to be vi... 
© Fired," is to accomp! ny the le wn 1 ſhould Re. | 
viouſly cenſure ane concernin gt he condition an ; | 
N 'of the bebe pd families of oſe bounds. 4 
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Aren capable to — ; then the miniſter is te 33 


ſpeak to them all in general, of the neteſſity and advan: 
inge of godlineſs, of juſtice and charity towards man-. 
J. He is next more 3 ſpeak to ſervants 
of their duty, to ſerve and fear God, to be dutiful, faith- 
ful and obedient ſervants, and of the promiſes made ta 
ſuch, .commendiag to them the reading of the ſcriptures, 
lecret worſhip, and love and concord among themſelves, 
and in particular, a holy care in ſanRifying theLord's day. 
6. The miniſter is toſhow the children and bung ſer « 
yants the advantage of knowing, ſceking, and loving 


God, and remembring their creator and.redeemer in the 


days of their youth, and to mind them how they are 
dedicated to God in baptiſm ; and when of age, and af - 
ter due inſtruction iu the nature of the covenant of X 
grace, to excite'them to engage themſelves perſonally ta 
the Lord, and to deſign and prepare for the firſt oppor-. 


tunity they can have of partaking of the Lord's ſupper, | 


to be eſpecially careful how they at firſt communicate. 
7. Then he is to ſpeak privately. to the heads of the 
family about their pe: duties towards God, and the. 
care of their own ſouls, and their obligation to promote 
religion and the worſhip of God in their family, and to 
feſtrain and get vice puniſhed, and piety encouraged, and 
to de carefa]-that they and all in their houſe ſerve the 
Lord; and ſanctify his day. He is more particularly to 
inquire. (1,) Whether God be worſhipped in the family, 
by prayers, praiſes, and reading of the ſeripture? (2.) 
neerning the behaviour of ſervants towards God and 
towards man, if they attend family and public worſhip ?.. 
How they ſan&ify the Lord s day? and if they be given 
to ſecret prayer and: redding the - ſeriptures ? (2.) 11 
there by catechizing in the family? If their children be 
trained up in reading, according.to the act of aſembly, , 
Aug: 10. 1648. in all which the miniſter may,intermix 


| ſaitable directions, encouragemgnts and admonitions as 


iniſter is to. inquire who want bibles, and if, 


y them, ler che poor 2 ber be at... 
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L. 68: 
_—_ 7. Looks; for infteaging in life and faith, ac- | 
© eaeding-to their ability. (2.) Thoſe woe are tainted 
- with error dr vice are to be admoniſhed ſecretly, or in 
the family as may molt'edify ; and all are to be exhort · V; 
eth to carry toward ſuch as walk orderly according to the 
wie, Matth- 18 5 (3) The miniſter is to endeavour 
10 remove diviſions in the family. or with their neigh» 
_ bours, and exhort them to follow peace with all men as 
e, oſſible (4.) Let it be inquired who hate 
ated, that they may be called to an account 
Saenel how they have profited, and put in mind to = 
Pay their vows to the Lord. Confer alſo with others _ 
about the cauſes of their not communicating. 
29. As for thoſe who pretend conſcience for not keep- 
Jung communion with us, or whatever their motives be, 
:minifters ought to deal with God for them, and with 
- thewlelves in ſuch a way as may be moſt proper to gain 
mem; and exover their conſciences, waiting if peradven- 
= ture God will prevail with him. Who cantellif their ma- 
king them ſenſible of their tender love and affeRion to 
their perſons, eſpecially to their fouls, giving them all due 
Feſpe&, and doing them all the good they can, yet ſtil 
:difcountenancing their fin, may in the end be bleſſed of 
- UGod'for their good, Jud. v. 22-23. 2 Tim. 2. 24,25. 
0. Seeing in the whole of this work, there is great 
need of much prudence; ⁊eal for God, and love to ſouls. 
Viſttation of families ſhoutd be carried on with depen · 
. dance on God; and fervent prayer to lum both before a 
unmiſter ſet forth to ſuch a work, and with the viſited, 
1 e thefe ean be acceſs to, and NN Gert | 
«290%; 2 I 326 70 25 YES 84 
of Sandlification of the Lords 8 and lee Faſt N 
e 1270 6 vnd Thaniſgiving D.. 3 * 
A Me Sabbath is to be ſuncłiſied by bel reſling 
ana that day, even from ſuch A — 
. chen end recremions ar are lawſul os other days, nd 
pending the whole time in the wre and private der- 
eier of God's worthip, rexcept fo much is to be taten 
> -apinthe yorw of 9 — „l dur ſhortet 
=: aLateghiſm"Begreih,; duthorjged by ee Aoguad. 
1 15482 i Fair whichchue may get uti 
| I E > Vertands by ſanctifying D prophaning ef the Lord's 
A day: and ſo will either approve or cenſure. OOF 
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. E aſſembly 1649; | t woly 
wane! 5 oy 8. the maſter 1 1 
within his charge repair to the publ. 
; ſhip; Sue being finiſhed, be is to ſce thereſk; — —4 


* in the private and ſecret exerciſes ai pi 
to be taken thai the diet on hat day be — 
that neither ſervants —— 
e worſhip cur nor any other perſons hindered . 
ſanctitying that- day. Private _—_—— is Aike 
wie io be made for the ſabbath by pr 
exerciſes, as may diſpoſe to a more co ble 8 
on with God in in his public ordinances. See the Directory. 
3. W ben ſome great and notable judgments att, 
ther iuſlicted or imminent, - or by — exttaordinary: 
cation notoriouſly deſerved; as alſo when ſome 
ial bleſſing is to be fought. or obtained, hem great 


r and foch-boly;. 


duties are called for, or when fins are extraordinatyſur : A 


their number or nature, then it is that a church may in- 
join faſting, which is obſerved by a total abſtinence; aut 


only from all food, | (unleſs bodily weakneſs do ma. - 
feſtly diſable from holding out till the faſt de ende, in 


vuich caſe ſomewhat may be taken, ery ſparin —_ 
0 tupport nature when ready to * A en | | 

. worldly labour, diſcourſes tg: thoughts, and ſtom all! 
vbodily — tho' at other times lawful, rich apparel, 
ornaments and ſuch like, during the faſt; aud mac 
- more From whatever is in its nature or uſe; ſcandalous or 
oſſenſiwe, as gaudiſh attire, laſeiviobs habit and g eltures, | 
; und*other dicks of eher ſex ; which the 
of the Dirsctory renommend to all miniſters in their — ; 
"Ber 9 and zealoully to dere af at other times, 


fly at n ſaſt. N N N. Fa © oy 
99 ſabbath befure we faſt; Gerten thereof are 
Een üely read from the polpit, and the day of che week | 
imated upon which-it-is-to-be kept. The — le are . 
baden to be —— to . 4 
ali ding their-ſouls:apon-that. day * — 23 
-mithiatien. 80 large a portion of that-dayasconfegl= . ©; 
-xently-may be, ia tobe ſpent — Py ptegch= 
ing of the word with dinging of Pſalmasfit to quicken 
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je o God be creator, preſerver: arid ſupreme ruler of 

all e world, acknowledging his manifold great and 

9 — mercies, ec to "the: church and nation, 

bly confeſhng fins of all ſorts, with their ſeveral ag 
ee joſtifying/God's righteous judgments, as be- 

Ing far leſs thaniour ns do deſerve; yet humbly: and. 

. imploring his merey and ſor ourſelves, 

de church and nation, the King and all in authorisy, 
an or all others for whom we are bound to pray (ad- 
_ Erdifig es the preſent exigent requireih) with more ſpe- 
_ diatImportunity and enlargement than at other times + 
_ opplying by faith the promiſes and goodneſs of God for 
5 „help, and deliverance from the evils felt, feared, 
3 4 endeſerved; and for obtaining the bleſſings which wwe 
= . need and expect, together with a giving up of ourſelves 
3 "wRoUy;-ond Tor. ever unto the Lovd: | 
I Beſide ſolemn and general faſts appointed by he 

-gſlemblies or their commiſſions,” or by civil authority, 

_ "upon" application from ſome church judicatory ' unto 

tem; provincial ſynods, preſbyteries and church ſeſſi- 

enz may appoint faſt days to be kept within their reſpec - 

_ "Yee bounds; as divine providence fhall adminiſter unto 
them ſpecial occaſions. Likewiſe families and. particular 
perſons may do the fame, providing their faſts be not 

on thoſe days on Which the As ee is to mexDinr 
'public worſhip.” > 
. wack Our faſting © muſt be indicted 87 doch . 
, ore both cleat᷑ and juſt, and when it vill be moſt for 
menen; for that; as other pokitive duties, doth not 
valways bind, thorefore the church is to take heed of ap- 
-pointing faſts through inſinuations or ſolicitations from 
- Nateſmen; leſt they be branded as tools to ſome who 
Would falt for firife and debate, that others who differ 
Nom them about ſtate matters may be ex poſed to the 
e the people, as ill countrymeny n,. 
di The cauſes of the faſt enumerate in the Act of Af. 5 
y 1690 Nevember 12. were theſe and the e. 
Pofjury; dealing treacherooſſy wirt the Lord; and 
„Aung unſtedſaſt in bis Soν⁰νν¹ν A Vn fruirfulneſa un- 
e ry: "pf deeride, . 
m_ red 
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our national aſſemblies. , 6. Complyance with thet fle- | 
ſection both in miniſters and others, ſome from fi 
ciple of pride and covetouſneſe, or man pleaſing 3 
others through inſirmity and weakneſa, or fear of man, 
and want of courage and zeal ſot God. 7. Perſecution 
of the godly for non complyanee with that ſinſul courſe; 
many faithful miniſters were caſt out, and many inſuſh» 
cient and ſcandalous men thruſt in on tbeir charges, and 
many families ruined: becauſe they would not-own:ahens 
as their paſtors, 8. Decay of piety under the late pre 
| lacy, fo that it was enough to make a man be nick · ned 
a fanatic, if he did not run to the ſame excels of nia: 
with others. 9. Atheiſm, which diſcovered itſelf in 
ſome by their dreadful boldneſa againſt God, in diſpua- 
ting his being and providence, the divine author of 
the ſcriptures; the liſe to come, and-immoertality of be 
foul; yea, and ſcoſſed at thoſe things. 10. Impoſe g AB 
and taking unla wſul oaths and bondan lawſul.amhgtiove X#þ 
deen broken, and ungodly and ii copfcience-paliuting AB 
oaths have been impoſed. and taken, Mheneby zer- 
. ſciences of many, through the land, (are hecomefocde 
banch'd, that they ſeruple at noah, the ;mpuy heave 
been oppreſs di and ruin di for refufing them d õο¹ͤ- 
glect of the worſhip af God i both im ꝓnblie, in ,;́,ꝶ 
amilies, and in ſecret, 14. Profanaunn.of, the Lord's = 
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| ; ting wr unrightedus ſtatütes. 16. Silence of miniſters. 
1 the time of ſuch a: great defeQion; 28 well as too ge- 
nents finding among profeſſors; and as forme ſhewed 
UG neal in giving-Teaionable and neceſſary teſtimony a» 
the defections and evils of the time, nor kreped 
n diſtande from them; ſo, on the other hand, ſome 
2 — real with too little diſcretion and meek - 
/ 547; The abominusble idolatry of the maſs was ſet 
p da —.— places, and popiſh ſchools erected. whereby 
_— advances-were made towards popery. 15. 
E/ — _ the way of ſalvation [through the 
| — Chriſt. Though we profeſs to acknoul 
Ahetze dun be no pardon of fins, no peace and — 
uon wich God but by his blood, yet few know him, or 
Fee the neceſſity and exceilency of him, and few 8 | 
| Aeſire, or receive him as he is offered in the poipel ; 
| are acquainted with faich in him, and . 
von him, ſo few walk: as becometh the goſpel, and 
Faitato our Lord in humility, mecekneſs; klei denial, 
_ heavenly mindedneſs, zeal for God and charity towards 
meme 29. Great” t of the goipel, barrenneſs 
under it, zud a deep ſecurity under our fin and danger. 
Aobo! the Lord, 7 us into the furnace of af- 
| Hition, bath been giving us a ſigbt of the vanity of all 
inge beide himielt;: yet, to this day ahere is a wofyl 
dls among un, every one ſeeking his on things, 
Ade ee dome the things of Jeſus Chrilt, the public good, 
Arche nder welfare: 21. A bitter ſpirit of cenſo · 
9 +» kivolacſs;>whetcby theimoſt part are more ready to catp 
ans iüns und deſectichs of others, than to repent and 
mourn for their oun. Theſe and the like were — 
e. oſ che feſt in the year 1690, and to them. the faſts 
e inted hne, q ardinarily. reſer See alſo howube 
11  Jand expreſſed the: ſaſeritihad of the. guilt af. all; ranks 
in the ſolemn acknowlegment of public ſins, and breaches 
 wHhtheroverart,: süd ſolemn engagement to abe 
Auen untamed Abatein: ere di in a 
wore ſpecial way: refateriinio.therdangers;ofithet. In 
ar) of allembly Oc. 
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aſſembly thereafte rt. 
*. Albeit by the mentiſb of fiſting emitted 
ſembly 25 December 1565. the Sandsys were 
for ſome faſts,- as being tor the greater eaſe gr. $0 
— * ——— — laſt act of afſembly 1646. a aſt 
appointed on the ſabbath next except one, preceding 
the then following general aſſembly; yet the 
work to be performed on the firſt day of the week-a:by 
divine inſtitution already determined, we ought to ſer 
about it exactly, which we all acknowlege to bes 
thankſgiving and not a faſt. Extraordinary duties: ans 
not to interfere with the ordinary, mor is.one«duty(26' - 
ſhuffle out another. If either ſhould be allo med, 
would look ſomewhat like the reverſe of r 
time, for thereby diligence mme than 
une in the ſervice of God. r ts 6 
9. Days of thankſgiving being intimate on we yod- 
ceding ſa bbathyſot ſome deliverance 
received, are wholly to be . bat in the 
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ure to rejo 
ceſs in eating or drinking. And'demonſtfdtions 
vil mirth, ſuch as ringing of bells, firing of guns; 
Fires, and illuminating of windows, ſhould not be inter 
[mixed with the religious duties of that day: But as 
on faſts, ſo upon thoſe days, there ſhould be liberal 
lections for the poor; that their bowels may. bleſs. us, 
and rejoice the more with us. In the-6th Article: 2 
ehurch was cautioned againſt ſor ſtriĩſe 
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a abet by the autberigy-of this chutch, in her former 4 
de private uſe of them hath been condemned. 

the private uſe f the ſame in . 
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Johs M“ Kialay taylor there Jo. Marſhall in Elderflie pariſh of Paiſley 
an | Malcom M*Navught weaver there John M' Coul work man in Barrony parifh 
on | Archibald M*Naught in Pollock Shaws Veter M“ Endoe landlabourer there . © 
ole Rob. Morriſon weaver inCrawfords-dyke Hugh M*Crow jn Craig Old Cumnock 
ck | John Marſhall portioner in Chapleton George MI. Naught in Brounſton 8 85 


John M ean brewer there 


- 


} The Subferibers Names.” * TIO - 
| William Millar weaver © ets | 


:orkle Ink leweaver Thomas Mitchel weaver :there - 


A 
1chjbald Robert M*Murray weaver there 


Ja. Montgomerie merchant ; in Egleſham Hugh M*Naught there 


8 copies 
' Peter Momgometie officer there 
ch © Thomas Millar portioner in Tanoch 


Robert M*Lellan weaver in Anderſton Jo. Maſon weaver in n Broomhouſe there 


Jobo M Farlan weaver there 
+ 10 Menzies weaver there 

obert Millar weaver there 
James Monteth weaver there 
V illiam More weaver there 
John M*Crac weaver there 
James Millar gardener in Graham 


James M*Gilchrift weaver in Calton 
James Martain in the pariſh of Shots 


John Matthie in Hildres 


ames Millar weaver in Cumbernald 
Andrew Murray weaver in John' s-haven Michael Naſemith wright. in Editivudgh | 


0 

Andrew Merrie weaver in Montroſe 
* John Mill flax-dreſſer there 
7 John Molliſon ſhip- -wright there 


John Muckart in Claybeck 
Agnes M*Adgdam in Gorballs 
Robert M*Caully wright there 


Wm. M*Ildownie wright j in Greenhead 


Cam pſey pariſh 


William Malcom in New Monkl. pariſh «4 


John Miichel in Mains Fe 


Wm. Murray coalhe wer i in dul. 
land pariſn 


Jo. Marſhall ſacemaket in Balgiddy there 


___ 


* Muire of Hyrocks . 


N... 3 a 
Alter Nielſon merch. in Pain: 1 
Hugh Niven weaver there 2 
John Niven weaver there 1 


John Norris in Links of Montroſe * 4 
James Nielſon inkleweaver in GS; 
James. Nielſon weaver in Airdry, 
Tnomas Napier tenent in Cha eber 


Jehn Nielſon weaver in abam ſton 


0. | 
Rancis Oliphant 8ᷣ otter, in Goralls 
Robert Oſburn i in Coulin + 
Y :4$% 5 

, A e- Patiſon ſtudent ofdivinity 
EbenezerPicken weaver in Paiſley * 4 
Thomas Pearſon weayer' there 2 ol RS LY 


FE 
Rob. Morriſon farmerin Brie go there Allan Park weaver there 


Williem Morriſon in Hole there 


2 Da. Millar farmer in meins of Banclock William P-imr@f: weaver there 


John M*Keraw at Campſey kirk 


James Mair in Loudon pariſh 
3 illiam Mair of Wakenfield there 


ohn Millar weaver there 


15 M<Kail weaver in Paiſley 


4 eorge M Farlan there 
Robert Marſhall brewer there 
Robert Matthie weaver there 


im» 


| 2 Patiſon weaver there 


William Patifon in pariſt of Paiſley. E 


* 


Robert Peder wri ight there 5 97 2 4 


William Paterſon weaver there 


obert Paiſley weaver there 3 


Robert Peticrew inkleweaver in Glafi 
William Park inklewaver there "Ty 


\ William Paterſon wright there «-- AS 
m_ 


5 * 1 
. 8 


Þ 
= 
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| El. IH + Subſcribers des a | 7D MY 
t | Houſton - Robert Rae in MA * 
n Pre tier iy Cumbeſneathes William Reit maſol Df =Y +. 1 1 
Polock in muir-houſe of Eglecham Robert Ritchie in M | TIF 

hiomss Paul-workman-in N. Os Robert Robifon weave g 6 
. . Pate ſehnolmattes tbere Alexander Ramſey mai en 
1 Paul in Majeacraſt mers James Rodger carter in I. up mains 

John Patesfon weaver there Thomas Rae wright.in Ham _ 


obs Paull-weaver in Nlacktongue there John Reid dyer in Paiſley 
nry* Paterſum weaver in Inchnoch F Renfrew, weaver there 
© James Paterſoꝶ taylor in Olentore atrick. Rodger weaver there 
David Perrie ſhoemaker i in Moatroſe George Robiſon weaver there Ny % 
Andrew Petry weaver in —_ Peter Ronald in Camſey pride 30S. 
Aletander Petry there | John Riddle nr in Muck} 
& David Perrie farmer at Charletgn | YE FE * 
> William Paterfon in Gorballs _ 12 Ames ak? Middleton, Lilbar= 
E  Hugh-Paterfon in Ward Old cumnock han- pariſn 26 copſes | 
lohn /Pegdan ſhoemwaker.in Craigneth | Jo, Selkridge weaver in Brae O. Monkl. 


% " Girſel Polock in Edeſton lohn Selkridge ſenr, weaver there t 
| 8 wright in Ryefield Old Wm, Selkridge weaver in Ryeſield there 
Mon and Robert Selkridge weaver there . 


a Petecrew ; wood cutter there james Shaw workman N. Monk land 
a, Pener pertioner in Neitherhouſe there William Shanks workman there 
1 ae Pateifon ſhoemaker in Chapleton on Stirling i in Morvet there * 
* Faterſon at Nunning old 2. Shanks farmer in Dervia Brae there 
R. 


ohn Shanks there 
Oben es in Weſt G Stirling weaver there | 
* HE 1 c0 James Service ſhoemaker in Greenock 
Sg iliani Rudel froith there atthew Simpſon weaver there 
Rufe! ſwith i in Langlone Archibald Shearer couper tbete 


Samul Stewart ſhoemaker there 
William Scott couper in Port-Glaſgow | 


S 3 Robb inkleweaver there 


| ; ames Scott grocer in Glaſgow _ 
William Renwick inkleweaver there Nathaniel Stivenſon merchant Hos 
© James Renwick weaver there James Selkridge weaver * 
3 Allan Robb bre wer there a mes Smith there . 
3 Alensnder Raldon brewer there Adam Smith maſon there 


3 Dune, R chie wigg- -a ker i in Greenock Andrew Semple ſhoemaker in Cb e 
| be Gente Ritchie ſhoemaker there 2 ames Shaw carrier in Muirhead 1 ton 
Alevender Ritchie couper in Port-Glaſy, Matthew Stewart in Egleſham pariſh 
I William Ruſſe! quarrigr iv Gleſſert John Stewart in Park there 
4 Recent Renwick in Clayflop ohn Stark weaver in Montroſe 
E- William Riſk weaver in Calton athren Ste venſon there 
lohn Riddle weayer there . - * George Stewart ſalmon coupet there 
3 mes Reid in pariſh of Shots. - : Alexander Suter weaver. in. Gonkhill 
Thoms Ruflel in Cumkeſneatben 25 Scott weaver in the pariſh of Craig 
I ohn Ruflel there !liam Smith taylor in 3 
John Ruſſel weaver in Ginsibbock Semuel Smith meaver there 
avid Riſk weaver in Anderfian Archibald Stewart weaver there 
© ame Robiſon weaver chere , JchnStorie weaver there. 
fen Robiſon weaver in Gen — Charles Stewart weaver there 


Ne dene en in rb. Alena 0 ewa there 


A 


e keen Wen 
lohn Stew BY 


oba Semple weavg , "mg | 1 
John Strathern WEaver there : 13 
obert Stixenſon weaver there Wm, Wier m 
hn Stewart farmer in Hunter hill Jobs Whitlaw farmer in 1 15 | 
Alexander Scott coal-hewer in Hurlet John White inklewever id Otalgs 
Wm. Stewart ſchool - maſter in Houſton Robert Waterſon 7 there 15 
ames Shiele chapman i in Glaſſert Aletander Wilton in Egtebarh 43 
ames ſchooler miller in Caldermill * W.tſon taylot herr 1 72 —_ 
John Shields maſon in Greenholm Wallace taylor there FI a TS 
William Sute weaver in Kettle pariſh Peths Wallsee in Marthe there 
John Stewart weaver in Anderſton oha Warnock carrier iu Tora 6 . 
Adam Snail weaver there | ohn Wilſon ſhoemaker at Finnie wy. 


A * * 
N 
*. 
+ 3 


ö David Steven weaver there gon Whitlaw workman in N. Monk}, | 3 
1 William Sheddan in Bouler hole David Walker weaver there 
1 mes Stirret Joun, Witherſpoon farmer in rangi, 
a Salmon ſervant to Un | atthew Waddell mes there oe : 
EY William Smith heck ler in Airdry William Waddell Workman * 
John Smith taylor there William Waddell there 
William Shanks in Brackenharſt William Waddell cartier there 


ohn Stiven portioner in Newland William Waddell 6f. Bridge-end - hers "i 
m. Steel of Waterhead Leſmahego Robert Waddell there KS 14 . 

Hugh fmith of Blackhill Galſton James Waddel of Mzjeſcroft tere 2 
e Robert Steel farmer in Blewfall there James Waddell millerin millhon's there ; 


William Seſton maſon in Gorballs 1 liz, Waddell indweller in Gurtmill theres 

John Small in Edmiſton ohn Waddell farmer id Riding t 2 Y 

Wa. Snip i in Cromſton Libertine pa. e Waddell wright i in . .- = 

John Steel in ps. of Shots Alex. Wyllie maltman in Glaſgow: 

Wm. Scott Favs I Grahamfton- 4 Wilkam Watfon ſervant 1 . f- 0 Bi _ 
ny. - caſtle Kilbride „ 2 
W R Obert Trumbel ſhoe - maker in Moit- JohngW Watſon i in Beat : _ If L ii 

=>  Gdt Old Monkland 6 copies all pariſh of ShhL⁴Ejtie 
1 o Rn Tenent heritor in Craigfoot | — i Wallace weever in ban, * 
Andrew Thomſon Walkmill > SIN ho Wiet weaver there e 4 


George Taylor merchant in Gorbals John White ſhoemaker there 438 Wy _ 
Wm. Turner hammer - man in Oreegock George Wiſehart weaver there, .-. 


on Robert Taylor hoe · maker there Alex. Walkinhaw Hk 3 then +l : 
J. Thorſon, workman in N. Monkledd Gavin Wyllie merchant chere 55M 
I Wſllatr Tome worknian in Glenhead David Wyllie weaver there - 


Robert Thomſon in Cumbernald pati Iamet Wyllie weaver there 0-1 = 
F William Taylor weaver in Pijeſton . Andrew Wyllie weaver there 2 5 * — & | 
| Alexander Taylor in the parifh of Craig Joby Wiſemen in Cumbeſnethen. - 2 ; | 
g William Tanoch maſon infCampſey John Williamſon wtieht in Kilbeile 


William Todd weaver in Kettle parim Alla Watt there 

John Taylor weaver in Paiſley Ann Williamſon i in Old Monkl⸗ul 
William Thomſon weaver mo Ninian Wallace of Dungeon hil th 4 
Hugh Thenifon-weaver the 1 Walker ſhoemaker in Barton wh 
mes Nee in Walſton Imes Wilſon in Wood ate 
e James Wilſon in Heyven- mill _ 
Ohn Utrie in the patiſh of shot, ohn Watſon weaver-ig — I ' IF 
John Ver * in 9 * Wicht chere 33 1 1 


* 


* «© * 


ah James Wilſon weaver in Ban 
Alexander 8 che ee 


EVI 


+. Auchenleck . 

Thomas Lapraik . there 
$ 3 ames Morton maſon there __ 
1 #: bet Mordoch maſon. there 
lame iron mercbznt tbere 
85 Gibfon weaver there WY 


483 Templeton ſhoemaker — 35 | 


| * James Templeton ef 
| 1 . Bell oem ker in Sorn 5 
F”  Toha oha Daiibpleafbocmaker there 
| ames Wyllie wright there © | 
ohn Semple maſon in Cumaock 

A I ohn Hanna weaver thete 


— 


pariſh 


Hugh Cuthbertſon weaver there 
atmes Crooks ſſcinner there 
ohn Walker bonnet maker ther * 
ohñ Mitchel weaver there 
Alexander M*<Natr weaver ads 
Robert M Culloch weaver there 
Robert Wyllie weaver there 
i Gibb merchant in Mauchlin 
uin 1 Millorhill there 


kirk parih 
nock pariſh 


f 0 par rh 85 
Alen 


. — M*Gawa travelling chapman 


oh. 
- a * 
7 
U _ 
A * 
q ” 157 
5 * 
„ 
4 ; 


. 


= + Re weaver chere 


mY 


N | Alex. Young in F ht 
8 "Watſon (wich in Dan * Geo, Young 89 Nu in N. Mooklas 
8 As James Young. ſerv. i ik Tilloch Sales 

= > co Young tenent in Logoh Kilbride 


7 Young chopman i in B exact 
 Andr.. 7 Neither Enoch Leleth. 


James Ruſlel weaver there 


'. Andrew Hamilton weaver there 


Gain Torrance ſhoema 
William Guthrie there 


William Cochran of Rigg there *. 15 
"John Boyd taylor in Dalſert pariſh 
William Morton in Carlook pariſh 


ush Beckehet i in Lacks illieland | Finick 


D. id willen nch in Kilmarnock 


James Aitken wright to Millikeg ther: 
Wm. Steuart work mam to Milliken ther 
William Barr weaver in Muirhead ther 


William Thomſon work man there 
| Joha Reid dyer at walkmill of Millil 


2 Y = ſon - merchant taylor there Thomas Thomfon gardener there 
8.3 Joh n Fogo It Greenock dyke IE, Muir- Alexander Pater ſon innkeeper there 


2 Brown in Logan ſmidie O. com- 
Thomas Gcbie farmer i in Nembyer Gal- 


der Brown taylor in Kilmars pa. 
Rob: Gemmil ah in fardinghill there Robert Aitken wrigbt ar Craigens the 


Alex. Wardröp in Linlithgow 2 copie 
bn M. Wiel ſchoolmafter in Hamilton 


ee 


lo ; there. : 


* 


Joe Zuill 8 at — oi Ma 
New W | J. Job 


ames Young chapman in N 
2. 


Aller. R 5 2 . Lin Ah 
FAS, . ul 
. 25 "os atditional lift If herber, namer.. 1 oe 
A cave) * Livingſton N N at George Weir there oy 


James Smith weaver there 
John Kennedy weaver there 


James Langmerchant there 
William Forbet weaver there 


Girfel Crooket there 
William Paton in Combeſlang erich 


James Rodger maſon in Bothwel pariſh 


Samuel M*Culiveh. ſchool-maſter aff 1k 
Clippens in Kilbarchandpariſh 
John Cochran of Clipgzns there 
ohn Shearer workman toMilliken the 
Lobert M*Nab cook to Mi Iliken there 


Alla Stevart weaver in Muirhead ther 


there 8 
Joha Aitken workman there 


Thomas Raiſlick ſervant to my: Lad 
Milliken there 

Jo. Aliſon ſmith to the hind'of Crai 

John Thomſon workman: there | 

David Wallace at Locherlip there 


John Wilſon. carter in Muirhead the . : 
Robert Spier farmer in Dykehead the! ; illi 
John Crauford workman in Puddockr 
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lex, Lochead ſervitor to Clippins there Mary Toſh there | 

Jobn Wilſon farmer in Hagg in pariſh Jahn Davie weaver in FR tis 2 1 4 
of Paiſley | Alexander Jackſon in Kilbride par _ Th 

_ Margarate Gilleſpie | | William Allan there | ; 

John Fleeming in Denny William Struthers there 

"Alexander Afbill ſchoolmaſter there James Brown overſeer to'the 

Duacan Carmichal merchant in Glaſgow of Coals naughton 


John Lackey merchagt in Falkirk Andrew Anderſon coalgrieve + 45-3 
Andrew Towers wright there Andrew Ruflel merchant there 
Thomas Ewen weaver there Andrew Lin taylor there 

John Shaw merchant there Malcom Condie there 


George Eafton taylor in Weſt-fide Robert Harrowr carrier there 
John Stout weaver in Tipper-craig William Robertſon taylor there 
John Donaldſon Barrony pariſh 13 copies Robert Conſtable taylor there 

m. White ſchoelmr. in Dunlop 6 cop, Alexander Wilſon hive 


** 


. ö 8 


| "2. John Gilmour in Fulſha Steuarton ohn Robertſon fewar there - „ oY 2M 
John Muir tenant in Bloak there ames Hunter fermar there 38 
| Robert Swan in Dunlop pariſh Alex. Brown maſon in eaſter rie 
| Matthew Swan there John Davidſon in woes Tiba 


ch I Rob. Robinſon ſervant in Bordland there John Ferguſon wai 
. Andrew Barr portioner of Old hall there Alexander Richie the 


ariſh Jobo King tenant there there Archibald Porteons ſervant 3 

; ugh White ſervant there — * n * m 
Gabriel Craig there Charles Dr ial w weaver chars 7 18 

1 hs John Peacock weaver at Dunlop kirk Simon Dryſdal farmer there 

+ oy amer Muir ſhoemaker there Charles Mieffan gardener in . 5 

| hw ames Craig of Bordland hills  Alefander Duncanſon ſmith there 

c 1 John Howie in Deepſton ohn Scotland dyeſter in Alloa 

4 the Alexander Montgomery portioner of ames Walker tennant' in Dollar p | 

xk Auchentiber Kilwinning pariſh avid Kerr tennant in Mains the ere 4 


tlie JRobert Kerr portioner there there James Ruſſel in Dennie 4 
J James Dunlop tenant in Clumbath there fohn Fletcher weaver there 
Io. Kilpatrick tenant in Knowhead there John Ewin at weſter Braes 

_ + . [James Paterſon weaver in bum ohn Rennie at quarter mill 

— head pariſh of Shots 8 Marſhall in Cutheltem -. 
Ne Lindſay in Cumbe vid Somervile ſtudent of d 6 71 


2 50 James Weir ſervant in Newhouſe Evan- William Bennet ſtudent of divinity _ * 
Crai dale pariſh Jobn Marſhall in weft Bordland F = 
| John Stobo juar, merchant in Strathaven Andrew Thomſon in Gunnerſhaw Fo 

{Rug 13 copies William Paterſon Cuftomball © . 
be.” o. Craig taylor at Dervat mill Loud, par. James Lockhart in Garden 6 I 2] 
— wel-. Sands farmer in Craigen of Cardroſs David Robertſon farmer there - 


ed the John Craig taylor at Arnpryer Alexander M*Lroy farmer 8 = — 
ad the ohn Whitlaw workman in Glaſgow Dougal Campbell = there ; 
illiam Setton maſon in Gorbals men idletor 
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